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The Common Ground in Family Life Education 


EDITORIAL 
COMMON GROUND IN AN UNCOMMON TIME 


The original group of sponsors of the American Social Hygiene 
Association included, when it was organized in 1914, such eminent 
churchmen and women as James Cardinal Gibbons, Bishop Walter 
T. Sumner, the Reverend Anna Garlin Spencer, the Reverend John P. 
Peters and the Reverend George R. Dodson. Without exception 
the list of laymen and women who completed the roster of those 
first pioneers were identified closely with church groups and the 
spiritual life. Such names as Charles W. Eliot, John D. Rockefeller, 
Jr., William A. Greer, Abram W. Harris, David Starr Jordan, Jane 
Addams and Felix M. Warburg were as well known in church 
circles as in the various professions and occupations which placed 
chief claim on their owners at the time. In later years such stalwarts 
of Catholic faith and works as Father John Cooper and Dr. Edward 
Keyes, such exponents of the Jewish faith as Rabbi Stephen Wise, 
Protestant leaders like Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick, upheld the 
tradition. Today, as a glance at the JourNaAL’s rear cover attests, 
the men and women who guide the ASHA represent, as always, a 
cross-section of religious training and viewpoint. 


From the first, the spokesmen for the several faiths made .it clear 
that a united front was joined, and that in matters of social hygiene 
education the emphasis was to be put on what Father Cooper called 
‘‘the ninety-five per cent of agreement.’’ At intervals, this principle 
has been serutinized and reaffirmed, with benefit. The JourNnauL 
believes that the discussion recorded in this issue is a worthy addi- 
tion to the evidence, and that it will be of especial help and inspira- 
tion in this atomic age, when the search for answers to our most 
uncommon problems leads men and women to seize upon whatever 
common ground promises to stand firm beneath peace of mind 


and soul. 
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WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT ASHA PUBLICATIONS 
AND MATERIALS? 


Notes on Results of a Questionnaire Recently Sent to Association 
Members and Journal Subscribers 


Late in February the ASHA Publications Service mailed about 
2,500 questionnaires to ASHA members and JourRNAL subscribers, 
making a dozen or so inquiries along the lines indicated below. A 
response of about 6 per cent has so far been received. It has been 
an interesting commentary, many persons writing thoughtful letters 
and suggestions. The trend of replies may be summarized as follows: 

1. Journal of Social Hygiene: Of 130 replying, 82 would like to see the 

JovuRNAL continued primarily as a program and information aid to 
affiliates and members, with special features, sections or supplements for 
the general publie. Seventy want JouRNAL continued ‘‘as is’’ (that is, 
without special effort to interest the general public). Forty-three think 
JourNAL might be replaced by a popular magazine, but 50 say ‘‘no’’ 
on this point. 

Frequency of issue: 50 prefer 9 issues a year, as now; 35 would like 12 
issues per year, ie. a monthly; 24 suggest a quarterly. 

Most popular topic of recent issues: Family life education; articles on 
sex offenses and prostitution second. A number liked the international 
material. 

Topics preferred for 1950: Again family life education leads, with com- 
munity programs and health education next. 

‘How many people read your JournaLt’’ As suspected, circulation far 
exceeds number of copies mailed. Eighty-seven persons reported 2 to 200 
‘*‘readers per copy,’’ a total of 990 for the 87. Several libraries said 
their records showed 10 to 100 readers per issue. 


‘Would popular form increase circulation?’’ Eighty-one persons checked 
this. Fifty-nine said ‘‘yes’’; 22 said ‘‘no.’’ 
2. Social Hygiene News: Of 108 checking this item 90 find the News useful. 
Have no changes to suggestion. 
3. Films and Sound Recordings 
One hundred persons checked question, ‘‘Should ASHA make film on Family 
Life Edueation?’’ Eighty-five said ‘‘yes,’’ most saying they would buy 
prints ‘‘if satisfactory’’; 15 said ‘‘no.’’ 


On recordings, 85 checked this question. ‘‘ Yes,’’ 64; ‘‘No,’’ 21, 


The results of this inquiry are being turned over to the Special 
Committee on Publications recently appointed by President Mather, 
as recommended by the Committee to Review ASHA Program in 1949. 
Out of their deliberations it is hoped will come a plan to improve 
our publications and make them more useful. They’re your publica- 
tions, too, you know, and comments and suggestions, either along 
the line of the inquiries outlined above, or otherwise, will greatly 
aid the Special Committee in its task. 

Chairman of the Special Committee is Dr, Robert P. Fischelis, Chairman 
ASHA General Advisory Board and Chairman, ASHA Committee on Public 
Information and publications; Miss Harriett A. Seantland, Acting Director, 
ASHA Publie Information and Publications Service, has been assigned as 
Committee Secretary 
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THE COMMON GROUND IN FAMILY LIFE 
EDUCATION 


A Symposium on Points of Agreement and Emphasis 
Among the Three Major Religious Faiths 


Presented at the Thirty-seventh Annual Meeting and Social Hygiene 
Day Conference of the American Social Hygiene Association, 
New York City, February |, 1950 


INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 
Ernest G. Osborne, Moderator 


Family life education has been foremost among PROFESSOR OSBORNE'S 
interests and activities throughout his professional career. His wide study and 
thoughtful research in this field, reinforced and expressed by his experience as 
Professor of Education at Teachers’ College, Columbia University, and by such 
assignments as Program Coordinator for the 1948 Conference on Family Life, 
make his guidance of especially high value on occasions like this. He is 
currently president of the National Council on Family Relations and chairman 
of the Board of Parent-Education Consultants of the National Congress of 
Parents and Teachers. 


A discussion of the Common Ground in Education for Family Life, 
especially amongst three outstanding representatives of the major 
religious faiths, is of far greater moment than a discussion of differ- 
ences. While it is true that disagreement is both easier and more 
dramatic, it is not the purpose of this panel to afford the piquant 
entertainment of a literary or political debate. Rather, the proposal 
before us is to consider areas of agreement in order that out of common 
understanding progress may be accelerated in this all-important field. 


Yet even in a discussion which involves an enunciation of common 
principles, there will necessarily be some disagreements as to method, 
setting and approach. Thus we will not find our three speakers say- 
ing precisely the same thing in slightly different guise but rather 
we shall find a constructive framework of a fundamental and con- 
ceptual nature within which, for pedagogic or dogmatic reasons, 
the three speakers may be expected to part company from time 


to time. 
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To my way of thinking, this panel should bring us all a step for- 
ward. Much heat can be generated in this as in other cogent ques- 
tions of our day by the simple failure of human beings to get together 
and define terms and clarify misunderstandings. We have all been 
dismayed from time to time by the heady enthusiasms of those whose 
interest in sex education has carried them beyond the bounds of 
their responsibility to children—a responsibility which must ever 
inelude protection as well as enlightenment. We have been equally 
dismayed by what has seemed to many of us to be almost an encour- 
agement of ignorance built upon the over-optimistic hope that even 
ill-informed, personally inadequate and indifferent parents can suc- 
cessfully enlighten the child and develop in him sound attitudes 
toward the place of sex in life. 


While our panel this afternoon may be expected to provide little 
of the spectacular or dramatic, it can and should bring us all closer 
to the day when, after ironing out minor—and perhaps even major— 
differences of opinion, we may unitedly move forward, in this area 
of human relations, to do a job that has been too often neglected 
because we have not sat down together and thought it out. 


The American Social Hygiene Association today, as so often in 
its long and vigorous career, leads the way in providing a national 


forum from which significant, progressive and, ultimately, modifying 
thought can reach across the country—indeed, around the world— 
for the betterment of humar life and behavior. 





! 
RELIGION AS A FAMILY FOUNDATION 
Leland Foster Wood, Ph.D. 


As Secretary (since 1932) of the Committee on Marriage and the Home of 
Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America, DOCTOR WOOD needs 
introduction to social hygiene workers. Many know him, too, as @ teacher 
religious education and social ethics at Bucknell University, Rochester Theologi 
Seminary, and Colgate-Rochester Divinity School in previous years. But 
postion few, probably, realize thet a share of his deep i and broed 
umanity was gained in @ ten year mission to Tshumbiri, in the Belgien Congo— 
his first pastorate after being ordained to the Baptist ministry in 1911. Author 
of numerous articles and several books on family life, one of the latest being 
Pastoral Counseling in Family Relationships (1948), Doctor Wood makes here 
another of his thoughtful and inspiring contributions. 


Differences are what make life interesting and picturesque. When 
we speak of ‘‘common ground’’ many may think that’s not so 
exciting—not so stimulating. Yet I venture to say that the large 
amount of common ground which we have in this field of family 
life is very significant indeed. It may even be that the common 
ground held in the three faiths represented here is more significant, 
more revealing and more normative, if you please, than the expe- 
rience of one hundred and seventy-seven primitive societies referred 
to in another session of this program today.* 


All Faiths Affirm the Family 

While there are interesting differences among the great religions 
with regard to marriage and family life, there are also large and 
significant areas of agreement and common emphasis. They all hold 
that family life is a part of the natural order as well as cf the 
spiritual order. Families are found in every kind of human society. 
The Bible holds that ‘‘it is not good for man to be alone.’’ Not 
that we have to read the Bible to know that, but that this indicates 
that from time immemorial the value of family life has been recog- 
nized. We know also that children could not survive without parental 
care, family care. The care and training of children is the greatest 
task of any generation and this in considerable measure gives meaning 
and value to other tasks. 


The Home as Training-School for Character 

The family is the primary social unit. On its soundness.the well- 
being of society depends and here our sense of values is very impor- 
tant. The kind of persons we are has paramount importance in 
determining the kinds of families we build. And the things which 
aid us in having the finest kind of family experience are of the 
deepest significance. Cooperation, mutual respect, concern for one 

*A Panel Discussion on Sexual Behavior: How Shall We Define and Motivate 
What Is Acceptable’, Hertel, Murdock, Gibbons, Woodward and Bolman. See 
April 1950 JournaL or SoctaL Hyotene, or ASHA Pub. No. A-796 of this title. 
25 cents per copy. 
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another, authority, loyalty, and mutual aid, all these are natural 
lessons to be learned in the family. If we are to have these qualities 
in society, we must cultivate them in homes. 


The home is a school of personality and character. It’s a kind 
of twenty-year training course in which the young person learns the 
major lessons which help him through life. A good home is the 
foundation of emotional security and happiness of individuals. The 
function of the home is not merely to give the child a healthy body, 
but a well-balanced and well-developed personality and a rich and 
happy experience. Sometimes—we are sorry to say—the opposite 
happens. Young people have such experience, or lack of adequate 
family experience in their first home that they are handicapped 
through life. Many people come to me for personal counseling who 
illustrate in striking fashion the handicaps afflicting those who have 
lacked sound and happy home experience. Where family experience 
is thin and anemic, society is handicapped in training children for 
family life, because the best kind of training to be homemakers of 
tomorrow ean be secured only as a good job of homemaking is done 
in the homes of today. 


All religions have emphasized the fact that home relationships are 
means of manifesting the love, care and goodness of God. Fatherhood, 
brotherhood, love, helping one another, forgiveness when necessary, 
these concepts, which are at the heart of religion, are natural attitudes 
developed in good family living. The home cannot be fully under- 
stood without looking at it from the spiritual as well as the secular 
point of view. Spiritual meanings are involved in family living. 


[ was interested and impressed this noon when General Car- 
penter—a quarter century ago a student of mine—mentioned the new 
military Character Guidance Program * as recognizing moral irrespon- 
sibility to be a kind of malady and a source of personal maladjustment 
and social unhappiness, and as emphasizing the importance of char- 
acter guidance as a central theme of approach to these problems. All 
the religious groups I am sure would hold strongly to these funda- 
mental convictions 


Spiritual Values in Personality 

Religion emphasizes an element which complete family experience 
can never dispense with, that is, an attitude of reverence for human 
personality and for the values of husbandhood, wifehood, fatherhood 
and motherhood and also of childhood. 


Let’s think that over. It means that the human person is sacred. 
It means he’s not only a biological organism, a social being, if you 
please, but he’s also a child and an heir of an order which is spiritual 
and eternal, and which is of the highest significance. And those 
aspects of personality need to be brought into the reckoning at 
every point. 

*See March 1950 JourNnat or Sociat Hygiene. The Armed Forces Character 


Guidance Program in Action, Chaplain (Major General) Charles I. Carpenter, 
Chief, U. 8. Air Foree Chaplains, speaking at ASHA Annual Luncheon. 
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The Highest Standards Should Be Our Norm 

The spiritual understanding of family life has been developed and 
increased across the generations. It has been expressed by the spir- 
itual geniuses of the race. Sound wisdom as to family living is based 
on a selective process working through long reaches of time and 
coming to hold in highest esteem those ideals which work most surely 
for the happiness of individuals, the enrichment of family experience 
and the well-being of society. Violation of family loyalties strikes 
a blow against social order and spiritual development. 


And in this field, I would say normally in all fields that I can 
think of, we establish our criteria from the highest success and the 
finest performance, and not from the general average, or that which 
is easiest to achieve. To make a comparison, in the material realm 
almost fantastic ideals of achievement are insisted upon. In the mak- 
ing of lenses, for example, the manufacture of automobiles, and a 
world of other things—for this applies to science and general research 
—humanity advances in competence and in service rendered by virtue 
of the fact that people working in these matters are held to the 
highest standards which can be contemplated. The idea is not ‘‘The 
average performance is so and so, so that’s good enough.’’ Rather 
the highest standard which has been achieved is assumed to be the 
normal and attainable. 


In human living, from the standpoint of social values and spiritual 
values, I believe that the same principle holds. Those conceptions 
are most significant which look upward rather than on the level or 
downward. We need to create our standards and criteria in social 
and ethical living from the highest we can achieve. So I don’t think 
it follows that we are to say a la Kinsey, who has been referred to 
here today, and for whose researches I have considerable respect, 
or a la primitive life, ‘‘We may as well do it that way.”’ To me, 
an approach from that standpoint has neither scientific nor philo- 
sophical validity, because so much is left out. 


Family Life Education Includes Many Things 

As family life is inclusive of many types of experience so also 
education for family life must have an inclusive nature. This type 
of education is not merely sex education, as is sometimes supposed. 
It is education in understanding, cooperation, mutual appreciation 
and reverence for personality, a feeling of home values, and all 
that it means for man, woman, and children—and whatever. genera- 
tions there may be in the family—to live together with reverence 
for one another—of course meantime also having good sense and 
common understanding of one another, but not leaving out the sense 
of the sacredness of human personality and of family relationships. 


Education for family life has physical, mental, esthetic, economie, 
emotional, social and spiritual aspects. Education for marriage is 
not only concerned with techniques of interaction but also with the 
development of family-mindedness. One of our great educators of 
the past generation, William Lyon Phelps of Yale University, used 
to say to his students that any young man who made a success of 
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marriage would be a suecess in life no matter what else failed, 
and any man who made a failure of marriage would be a failure 
in life no matter what else succeeded. This might be drastic if 
applied ruthlessly to-all adults yet it holds up a sound attitude 
toward homemaking, as a way of evaluating the significance of our 
family-minded culture and of the achievement of the individual in 
building a good home where all the values of personal experience 
and of spiritual insight and appreciation get themselves focused in 
the life of the family. 


Sex Education as a Part of Family Life Education 

Sex education has a natural dignity and worth. It has to do with 
the relationships out of which life arises. Hence it is a natural 
part of education. Family relationships are sacred. Sex is to be 
understood in its relation to the family. Now here is a place where 
we need to do careful thinking. There has been much discussion 
of sex as if it were merely an aspect of individual experience. But 
sex must be understood, I think, in terms of family-mindedness and 
not of individual-mindedness. Not merely maleness and femaleness, 
but husbandliness, wifeliness, fatherliness and motherliness are 
involved in the sexual nature. 


This sexual nature in immature forms is concerned with personal 
exploitation and gratification. In its more mature forms it is devoted 
to the qualities that make men and women into husbands, wives, 
fathers and mothers and good homemakers. Therefore any study 
of sex which bypasses its more mature forms is sure to miss the mark. 


Marriage and the Family 

The great religions agree that marriage was planned by God Him- 
self, that it is lifelong in its purpose and that it involves loyalty 
of man and woman to each other. Sexual union expresses a need of 
husband and wife for each other. It also expresses their devotion 
to each other and in due course normally involves parenthood. Mar- 
riage grows more complete in the sharing that is involved in making 
a home, training children and helping to build sound community 
life. The religious attitude means that children come by intention 
and not merely by accident and that parents contemplate the care and 
nurture of their children as a duty of most profound social and reli- 
gious consequence. 


In the highest form of family life there is a ‘‘three-fold reverence,’’ 
as John Elliott has said, reverence of children for their parents, 
reverence of equals for equals as in relationships of husband and 
wife, and reverence of parents for the personalities of their children. 
The last is a newer emphasis but one which has great importance 
in child training. 


Centrifugal or Centripetal Families? 

Today we are emphasizing the fact that training for marriage 
and family living is an important part of training people. Some 
training for this has always taken place. In simpler times it took 
place in experiences of the home itself and of the neighborhood. 
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There was little or no attention to education for family life in the 
schools, yet because people were close to the simple processes of 
family living and knew one another in the community they were 
trained in the understanding of the kind of family life to which 
they could look forward. 


In any time and country the experience of growing up in a home 
with a good father and mother who also are a good husband and wife 
is a good educational experience, but in our day life is much more 
complicated than it was in the past. Children and youth often do 
not have the chance to get sound training for home life in their 
own homes, because of the atomistic type of family life which is char- 
acteristic of our time—a kind of family life in which the forces of 
the individual experience are centrifugal. That is, the individuals 
move away or out from their family life. But even today the old 
concept of family life exists—the kind of family life which is 
centripetal. In this the thoughts, the aspirations, the dreams, the 
joys, the values of members are evermore seeking their center in 
the family experience. The significance of that for personal growth 
and for religion might be worthy of a lot of time and thought. 


The Place and Process of Family Life Education 

It is clear, however, that in this age more than ever, attention 
needs to be given to the problems of education for family living. I 
want to make five statements about the place and the process of 
education for marriage and family life: 


1. Homes themselves must consciously face the task of training 
their children and young people for marriage. Many young people 
are handicapped in their marriage because of lack of training in 
their previous homes. In every home children need to understand 
the role of family members, particularly the role of husband and wife, 
and they need to understand the place of the family in the community. 


2. Schools must do their part in education for homemaking. Edu- 
cators of all faiths have held that the school has a place in education 
for home living though they have different views about working out 
its program. Obviously, such studies as biology, physiology, the 
social sciences, economies, especially home economics, and even litera- 
ture and history can help in giving to young people a sense of the 
meaning and the great importance of marriage and family living. 


3. The church has a place in education for family life. It is a 
custodian of highest values which have come by the grace of God 
and through the long experience of mankind with personal interac- 
tions and family living. Church programs are increasingly recogniz- 
ing this and are giving attention to educational preparation of young 
people for marriage, to parent education and to counseling when 
people need counseling in their family relationships. Counseling 
from the standpoint of the church means not only counseling by 
the clergy, and it does mean that, but also counseling by other specially 
prepared professional persons. The church is not the clergy. It 
is an inclusive body, the clergy and laity all have a part in the life 
of the church. 


SERIO LH Uber, 
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And I may say that the clergy are not the only custodians of 
ethies. All people are concerned with the quality of living, and I, 
myself, feel strongly that in the realm of standards, criteria, and 
ideals we need to draw upon the total experience of all the profes- 
sions and all the insights we have plus a great mass of simple everyday 
good living of people in families. Recently I’ve had the experience 
of consulting a number of very eminent people on a debated question. 
I have consulted a number of clergymen of high standing. I have 
also consulted a number of physicians of high standing on this 
particular question and I have been impressed by the fact that the 
physicians are ethically-minded, very much so, in regard to this 
question. I may further say that I think their ethical insights are 
not at all inferior to those of the eminent clergy whom I have con- 
sulted. I mention this as one illustration of the point that we 
get our highest standards and our finest understandings of life from 
many disciplines. 


Counselors in several professions are taking a significant part in 
the process of helping couples to achieve success in marriage. I 
do not aim to discuss this at this time but will say that lay counsel 
given in loyalty to the total meaning of life, including the social and 
spiritual values of family life, is a part of the service of the church 
itself for the well-being of families. The impact of the church upon 
life is made not only through its clergy but also through its whole 
body of lay members. 


4. Professional education needs to concern itself with the well- 
being of family life and is doing so more and more. This is true not 
only of the educational movement in colleges and high schools but 
also in professional schools where increasingly people trained for the 
professions are having some preparation for counseling in family 
relationships. I recently made a study of the catalogs of twenty- 
seven theological seminaries and found the change quite impressive 
from a few years ago, when practically no help was offered in 
counseling, to the present time when almost all these seminaries 
had courses in family life and counseling in family relationships. 


5. Adult education in general and community life must take account 
of the development of homemindedness and the building of a nation 
and a world in which families are held in high esteem and life is 
shaped in such a way as to permit families to live, to grow, to 
function and to have the richest experiences of personal interaction 
and social fellowship 





Il 
THE JEWISH TRADITION IN FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION 


Albert A. Goldman 


Currently Chairman of the Committee on Psychiatry of the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis and spiritual leader of Temple Emanu-El in Yonkers, N. Y.. 
RABBI GOLDMAN for some years was closely associated with the late 
Joshua Loth Liebman of Boston, and was co-editor of the book, Religion and 
Psychiatry. A graduate of the University of Chicago, he completed his Rabbinical 
studies at Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1940, and served as 
an Army Chaplain from 1942 to 1946. 


Speaking particularly from the Jewish point of view, it can be 
said from the outset that the aims and policies of the American 
Social Hygiene Association are in complete accord with the religious 
tradition which I represent. It is a matter of common knowledge 
that Judaism concentrated its cultural and religious emphasis upon 
the centricity of the Home. 


Judaism and Sex in Life 

To sum up briefly our attitude, in contradistinction with other 
philosophies which have permeated the Western World, Judaism did 
not adopt an interpretation of disparagement of the material needs 
of man as compared to those necessary for his spiritual well-being. 
Rather, ours was a monistic approach. Body and soul are God-given 
and are mutually interdependent and interrelated with one another 
for man’s highest fulfillment. Sex, in itself, or in terms of its repro- 
ductive functions was not considered as evil, or a concession to the 
flesh; the teachers of Judaism declared that the first commandment 
of God was ‘‘be fruitful and multiply,’’ which implied the whole- 
some naturalness of sexuality. Judaism is not a hedonistic religious 
culture, yet it never disparaged the simple and necessary joys of 
life, as these were expressed sexually. Basically, we have opposed 
asceticism as a desideratum for religious life. While there have 
been ascetics among us, the normative tradition of Judaism regarded 
celibacy as an unfulfilled manner of living. 


This statement, it must be understood, is not made in the sense 
of attempting to prove a superior outlook, or in any comparative 
evaluative judgment; it expresses only the uniqueness of the Jewish 
approach as it has been developed down through the ages. 


Life Centers Around the Home 

Long ago the Jewish people intuited the fundamental place of 
the family constellation in society as the necessary social vehicle 
for stability and growth. For us, the home has been the core and 
bulwark of the group and nation. We have regarded the family 
as a living, organic structure in which the major activities of life 
take place. Religion for us has been home-centered, our ceremonies, 
symbols and holidays all revolve in and about the home. Thus the 
Jewish home from the beginning was the center of our religio-cultural 
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life; in it was created the environment for a dynamic continuity 
and a meaningful sense of belonging. 


Reverence for the Individual 

The environment of the Jewish home was based upon reverence. 
The keynote for this fundamentally spiritual attitude was found 
in the concept of man being created in the image of God. There- 
fore the dignity of every individual was eternally assured. True, 
there have been overtones of patriarchalism in our familial structure, 
but the safeguarding of essential respect and reverence for each 
person within the family was a principle firmly entrenched in the 
democratic philosophy of Judaism. It was in this sense that my 
late revered friend and teacher, Joshua Loth Liebman, employing 
the deepest insights of Judaism and the highest understandings of 
modern psychiatry, declared the addition of these words to the fifth 
commandment, ‘‘ Honor thy son and thy daughter.’’ 


Personality Patterns Drawn in Home 

It is a truism to say that the home is the factory manufacturing 
personality. Within it are produced the motifs and motives which 
make us tick. It generates the forces which move us toward maturity 
or immaturity. We realize, today, as never before, that the power 
plant—the home—will either create that subtle pervasive environment 
wherein security is found or else it will give rise to those unrecog- 
nized patterns whereby we emerge spiritually crippled. The day 
has come when the home can no longer be relegated to the vestiges 
of anthropological cultural hang-overs. The old insights of religion 
have been fortified by the newer, empirical understanding now issuing 
from the psychiatric clinie. Thus we further realize that all agencies 
which strive in one way or another for the health of society are 
mutually interrelated in establishing those patterns for positive and 
affirmative personal and social growth. 


Towards Education of Emotions 

The environment of the home is never an isolated entity. It is 
related to and founded in the culture in which it thrives. At this 
point we ought to stop for a moment and see what we mean by the 
necessity of education for family life. We are, to be sure, concerned 
with the need for more information; certainly we are well enough 
aware of the great amount of ignorance which prevails about mat- 
ters of such immense importance. However, we ought not lose sight 
of the fact that as dangerous as is ignorance, there ought to be 
an equal amount of concern with the vastness of the spread of mis- 
information. I am thinking, for example, of the terrifie publicity 
a well-known actress has recently received on the dissolution of her 
marriage. All the media of communication have been having a 
field day, for her case contains enough sensationalism to enliven 
the drabness of our anxiety-ridden society. How else could we explain 
the phenomenal sales of the Kinsey report? Was it really sex 
information people sought, or the sensational ideas about sex which 
are part of our culture? Social hygiene has to confront these 
agencies of misinformation and must be able to produce a propaganda 
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to override the superficial and false notions which a romantically 
immature society has created. 


The problem of education for family life is more than what is 
narrowly defined as ‘‘sex-education,’’ and, it is well to note, that 
this Association has come to grips with the deeper and broader 
implications of social hygiene. We agree that merely having knowl- 
edge is not enough—the pervert may be fully acquainted with all 
the facts, that alone will not change his fundamental drives. Slowly 
we are learning that mere accumulation of data has no miraculous 
potency to redirect personality. Education must be integrated into 
life situations if it is to be at all effective. And the life situation 
is founded upon attitudes which direct our emotional lives. Rather, 
we can now say that a healthy personality will have healthy sex 
attitudes—and that goes beyond factual information into the very 
structure of our daily lives. If we think of education in organically 
vital terms we shall meet with some success in educating our emotions 
into positive normal tendencies. 


Maturity as a Goal and a Life Pattern 

Religionists have often spoken of man’s highest goal in using the 
word ‘‘salvation.’’ I do not believe that it would be heretical to 
substitute momentarily another word, which for me, has the same 
end in mind. I am thinking of the word, now made popular, 
‘‘maturity.’’ I am not going to belabor you with a definition of 
maturity, except to say that for me it connotes the highest possible 
sense of relationship that man can establish within and without 
himself. Maturity is the life of affirming self, sharing with others, 
deriving fulfillment and achievement in work and play and, above 
all, reaching that state of internal honesty where prejudices are 
no longer projected into principles of behavior. In this definition, 
the concept of sex is closely interwoven, for we are becoming aware 
that the nuclear energy of sex is the microphone through which 
we broadcast our basic selves. Religionists have all too often. sum- 
marily resisted the deeper findings of the students of the human 
unconscious. We must be willing to face the new insights of the 
psychologists and sexologists with complete interest and earnestness. 
Merely to describe psychoanalytic insights as bordering on the bizarre 
and the obscene is a great injustice to honest men and women of 
science who are helping us unlock the doors to better personal growth. 
Freud may never be admitted into the company of saints but his 
challenge to many of our concepts can never be piously wished away. 


Maturity’s first steps are in the proper environment of the home. 
Unless there is unconditional respect, reverence and love where the 
child is enveloped in security and trust we cannot attain the deeper 
levels of human relationship. Religionists, for the most part, suffer 
from the concept of ‘‘command-into-behavior.’’ No one has ever 
been commanded into character, no one achieved maturity through 
threats or exhortation. This does not mean that we negate the need 
for discipline or responsibility—but to understand that neither 
discipline nor responsibility can be achieved without the initial sub- 
stratum of security and trust as provided by the parents. Certainly 
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here we are dealing with more than ‘‘psychological’’ techniques and 
advice, we are dealing with the deeper attitudes which must pervade 
the home environment—and, fundamentally, these are within the 
realms of the spiritual. Children feel long before they ‘‘know”’ 
and the feeling contains a greater wisdom than the knowledge they 
will later gather. 


Parents’ Rights in Education 

From these passing remarks, we are becoming more and more 
aware that parenthood today is one of the most difficult and arduous 
tasks confronting us. We often forget that—for so much of family 
life is taken for granted. How many are the homes which suffer 
when those within it take one another for granted’ Why is it we 
always speak of marriage in terms of ‘‘settling down’’ when actually 
it must be a way of growing up! Yes, it is well with the home 
which moves with a sense of ease and comfortableness, but that is 
far different than the sluggish attitude of taking one another for 
granted. We do not have to be on edge, or constantly hypercritical, 
if we seek to grow and find enduring values in mutual relationship. 
Growth comes silently, as the rose blooms in silence, and it comes 
out of the soil in which mutual trust is planted and nourished by 
the revivifying waters of growing values. 


By the same token our efforts at education for parental life have 
not always redounded to our good. More people, today, are flippantly 
tossing about psychological terms than ever before—as if by use of 
a categorization the difficulty is understood or solved! Perhaps this 
is a sign of our growing pains. Yet, I wonder, too, how much 
harm is being done by the superficial understanding of profoundly 
dynamie concepts? So much of well-intentioned literature fills parents 
with such unresolved guilt feelings that one wonders at times if 
ignorance would not be the better part of wisdom? Too many parents, 
with a smattering of knowledge, are being smitten with such feel- 
ings of inferiority that they cannot help but transmit their per- 
plexities to their children. If parenthood loses its vital sense of 
balance, in maintaining its humor, in its understanding of the risks 
and limitations involved, we shall have a generation of literate neu- 
roties on our hands. It seems to me, then, that social hygiene ought 
to concern itself not only with the ignorant but with the slightly 
educated as well. An agency such as this ought to become a clearing 
house for proper information and should present that information 
in such a way that parents will retain their zest in parenthood. 


In some degree, there are religionists who are seriously attempting 
to ereate within their own churches and synagogues ‘‘schools for 
parents.’’ Certainly the church has a vital stake in this matter since 
religion aims fundamentally at the creation of the highest personality 
within human capacity. But the task belongs not alone to the church 
but to all agencies which strive for healthy conditions within our 
society. We must learn to regard ourselves as a team, working 
together for a common cause and common end. Home, school, church, 
media of communication, social agencies, medicine must combine forces 
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and find areas where each can complement the other. Picture it as 
a wheel. The hub represents personality, the spokes represent cul- 
tural forces, and the rim, the totality of the good society. In some 
such manner we must create the environment of interrelatedness 
and recognize our mutual interdependence. 


Ingredients of the Good Society 

Should this be our outlook, not only religion, but all of us will 
be able to gather our forces for the creation of the good society. 
The good society is not realizable without mature people and a 
mature people depends upon good home environment. If this be 
the dialectic—a good society depends upon healthy personalities, 
which in turn are the product of mature homes, we will think more 
seriously about our societal failings in preparing our young people 
for marriage. Thus far marriage is largely a matter of chronological 
age and a physical test, each of which may be of utmost importance. 
However, it seems to me that our emphasis is largely misplaced. 
Marriage is fairly easy; divorce, difficult. Has it not occurred to us 
that if more attention were paid to the emotional maturity of those 
entering marriage, and techniques developed whereby they could 
be helped to establish more understanding relationships in their lives, 
divorcee would not be the social problem it is? I believe there is 
much merit to the suggestion made by an older colleague of mine 
that there should be enacted a Federal law requiring six months of 
premarital education before a marriage license is issued. Of course 
there are many difficulties with this kind of suggested legislation 
on such an intimate and private matter, yet in some such manner 
society builds for itself and for its preservation through the assur- 
ance that its hub of existence—the home—is more firmly established. 
We should gather our forces together now to establish marital clinics 
where, on a voluntary basis, proper information can be dispensed. 


It is my belief that we stand on the threshold not only of a day 
when resources of untold physical power will be unfolded for us, 
but also a time when psychical power of untold blessing can be ours. 
In developing an integrated educational system of life we can build 
that environment of maturity which must eventuate in a better world. 





VIEWPOINT OF A CATHOLIC LAYMAN 


Edward B. Lyman 


As the father of a growing family, MR. LYMAN is qualified to speak from 
first-hand experience on the problems and rewards of family life education in 
the home. His | experience in public relations, and his current assignments 
at Assistant to the President of Fordham University and President of the Coordi- 
nating Committee of Catholic Ley Organizations lend breadth and weight to 
his comments. 


This panel, we have been told, is aimed at the laudable purpose 
of exploring areas of agreement. At the same time, it has been 
hinted that opposing viewpoints would be weleomed by way of mak- 
ing things interesting. As an Irishman, I gathered that in this par- 
ticular session, I was expected to furnish the controversy. Now, I 
would hate to disappoint so wonderful an audience, but that isn’t 
going to be easy. 


In the first place, the subject of this session—The Common Ground 
in Education for Family Life—appeals to me strongly. ‘‘The com- 
mon ground’’—doesn’t that mean something to you too? Look at 
this panel. Despite our wide area of agreement Dr. Wood and Rabbi 
Goldman and I happen to differ almost totally on certain funda- 
mental and deeply held convictions. Yet such is our American 
democracy that each of us is free openly and fearlessly to proclaim 


his own faith. And being free, each of us respects, not necessarily 
the beliefs of the other, but the right of each one of us to hold those 
beliefs, and his intellectual sincerity in doing so. 


The Essence of Tolerance 


That, I submit, is the essence of true tolerance. Since we can 
‘‘agree to disagree’’ on some matters, we are free to concentrate on 
those large and important areas where we can agree, and where there 
is so much work to be done. And in studying this highly constructive 
approach of your program, I found myself wondering this: ‘‘ Wouldn’t 
it be a wonderful thing, in our own homes, in our professions, in 
our legislative halls, in the United Nations itself, if instead of butting 
our heads against each other, we could foeus all our attention, all 
our energies, on those vast fields where with minor adjustments 
we can agree?’’ What utter folly it is to argue endlessly, until 
arguing and fighting, and finally wars, become almost a way of 
life, when the needs of mankind ery aloud for united action. 


Ideals and Inconsistencies 

In spite of this impassioned plea for understanding and peace on 
earth, it would be a poor Irishman indeed who could resist the tempta- 
tion to inject just a little controversy into this pleasant scene. As a 
boy, I loved to throw rocks at pop bottles sitting on a wall. And 
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there are a couple of inconsistencies in our otherwise admirable 
approach to this problem of education for family living that are 
so obvious that I just can’t help taking a shot at them. I hope you'll 
enjoy the fun too. And I promise not only to sweep up all the 
pieces, but to try to fit them together into something really 
constructive. 


Inconsistency Number One is so plain that I am sure it must have 
occurred to many of you long before this. Glance with me at random, 
if you will, at some of the really splendid objectives of the ASHA: 


To emphasize the moral bases of human relations . . . 

To show the relationship between spiritual development and 
emotional, intellectual and physical health .. . 

To develop ideals of family life, marriage and parenthood . . . 


And so on. Beautiful, aren’t they? And we cannot give too much 
eredit to an organization that obviously has tried successfully to 
charge a practical program with so much spiritual meaning. 


But wait a minute. Hasn't something been left out? It is as 
if we were admiring the handsome superstructure of this hotel before 
we came in this morning, and then, as our eyes traveled downward, 
suddenly discovered that it was suspended in mid-air, with no 
foundation. 


Our first reaction would probably be to take a pledge, right there 
in the street, never to touch the stuff again. Then, of course, we 
would realize that there must be a foundation but that somebody 
had evidently been ashamed to have it show and so had painted it 
over with some invisibility compound! 


The foundation on which rest all the splendid efforts we have been 
discussing here today—the foundation of human society itself—is 
of course our fundamental belief in God. 


Now some of you very possibly are thinking, ‘‘Why all the fuss? 
Of course we believe in God—that’s implied in our whole program. 
But we're interested in social hygiene. Let’s leave God to the 
churches.’’ Whom are we kidding—except ourselves? Let’s look 
at it honestly. Can we ‘‘teach the moral bases of human relation- 
ships’’ without God? Can we ‘‘show the relationship between spiritual 
development and emotional, intellectual and physical health’’ with- 
out God? Can we ‘‘develop ideals of life, marriage and parenthood’’ 
without God, who is the Divine Author of all three? 


All these are among the highly praiseworthy objectives of this 
Association. And yet where is the public school today in which 
the name of God may be mentioned? Inconsistent, isn’t it? Almost 
as inconsistent as the reasons for banishing religion from our class- 
rooms. 


‘‘The courts have ruled against it.’’ The same courts which 
require their own witnesses to take the name of God in swearing 
to the truth! 
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**We might embarrass children who come from atheistic homes’’ 
(and parenthetically, let’s feel very sorry for these tragic little 
figures—for they have been cheated of their birthright). Yet we 
are not afraid to embarrass these same children by teaching them 
the Declaration of Independence, in which our Founding Fathers 
reverently invoked the name of God and placed a new nation of free 
men and their descendants forever under his Divine protection. 


‘*The business of our schools is to teach facts. Belief in God is 
a matter of faith.’’ No one, of course, would belittle the value of 
spiritual faith. And yet where is the physical fact, whether in 
chemistry or physics or in the great forces of gravitation and the 
atom—where is the fact that is so all-pervading as the fundamental 
truth that God is! 


All right, we won’t labor the point. The reason I emphasize it 
is because education, particularly the education for family living we 
are discussing here this afternoon, can never be separated from 
values—in this case, moral values. And how are we going to lay a 
foundation of moral values without the bedrock of belief in God, 
who gave us those moral values? 


This brings us to that second pop bottle up there on the wall. 
In firing a rock at this one, I realize that I am letting myself in 
for a first-class argument. 


In pamphlet after pamphlet put out by the ASHA—and they are 
excellent jobs, by the way—we stress the home as the most important 
source of training for family living. Fine. Then we point out 
that many parents, perhaps most parents, are not equipped either 
by information or training to give such instruction—particularly in 
the field of so-called sex education. Unfortunately true, to a large 
degree. And yet—lI may be doing the Association an injustice here— 
we acknowledge only briefly our obligation to educate such parents 
for the job we admit is rightfully and primarily theirs. Instead 
we concern ourselves in great detail with how such matters can be 
taught in the schools. 


That, to my mind, is Inconsistency Number Two 


Dangers of Group Sex Instruction 

There has been a great deal of heat, very little light and almost 
no constructive solution developed on this subject. Equally sincere 
and intelligent people have argued for and against group sex instruc- 
tion in the schools. I ask you to remember the emphasis on those 
words, for it may furnish the key to a solution of our difficulty 
later—‘‘group sex instruction in the schools.’’ 


Now, the reason I would forbid my own children to attend this 
kind of instruction is not only that | am a Catholic but that I am a 
father. In fact, of the four objections to group instruction of chil- 
dren in sex matters, only one has the remotest connection with religion 
of any kind. As a father, before I send the six little Lymans to learn 
about sex in school, someone is going to have to answer a few ques- 
tions for me 
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1. The children I know, even those in the same grades and age 
groups, exhibit varying degrees of curiosity, emotional and mental 
development. And I imagine most of us wil! agree that the story 
of a child’s own body and where it came from is so intimate, so 
precious, so laden with both beauty as well as danger, that it should 
not be given to him until he is ready—no sooner, no later. Can 
the school assure me, as a parent, that my youngster will receive such 
instruction when he is ready? With two or three dozen other members 
of the class to consider, it would be quite a trick! 


2. The psychological factors involved in group instruction in sex 
matters are nothing less than explosive. Sure, there may be examples 
of classes where many or even a majority of children took it in 
their stride. But there are many other examples—very many of 
them—of acute embarrassment, of secret thoughts running rampant— 
or of the opposite reaction, of easy, familiar discussion after class, 
of lowered barriers against overfamiliarity, and even of actual promis- 
cuity. Sex information is not arithmetic. It is a personal thing, 
intimately bound up with the emotional process. Is the school sure 
it can handle this in every case—so that my children will neither hurt 
others nor be hurt? 


3. If we are truly concerned with strengthening the confidence 
between a child and its parents, and I believe all of us are, this is 
one way to do it. For it is particularly fitting that those who joined 
with God to give life should be the ones to tell the story of life. It 
takes a strong bond of confidence, of course—but the bond it leaves 
is even stronger. This is what my wife and I want for our children. 
Isn’t it what we all want? 


4. I said that one of the reasons for objecting to group instruction 
on sex had something to do with religion, and here it is. The story 
of creation is a great deal more than the physical detail of how 
an ovum is fertilized, and grown within the mother and finally is 
born into the world—wonderful though that story is. It is also 
the story of who designed the marvelous machinery of the body, of 
the soul which lights that tiny cell of life from the moment of con- 
ception, of why we are born as well as how. You cannot separate the 
physical and the spiritual facts of creation any more than you can 
separate body and soul. When you do—in both cases—you have clay. 
Nothing else. Can the school give this story—all of it? 


Now, perhaps, you can understand why I have tried to emphasize 
the tragedy of that vacant throne in the schoolroom, where God used 
to sit. For if we cannot with consistency teach morality and the 
ideals of marriage and parenthood without God, how much less can 
we teach the story of life without the Author of life? 


Can We Agree on a Constructive Program of Family Life Education? 

Well, now, let’s see where we stand. It seems to me there are a 
lot of broken pop bottles around here—and I did promise to try 
and leave the place clean, didn’t 1? Let’s see if we can put together 
out of the pieces a constructive program we can all agree on. 
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I have tried to outline for you some of the questions which concern 
me, as a father, in considering whether to allow my youngsters to 
receive sex information in school. Some of you may have the same 
questions, others will not—it’s still a free eountry! 


But suppose we were all unanimous in the conviction that at this 
time group instruction in sex matters is not the answer to the dis- 
torted, incomplete and unspiritualized notions of human reproduction 
so many children have picked up today. That is only a negative 
conclusion, It still leaves us without a positive program. 


To begin with, let’s agree—while insisting on the primary right 
and duty of parents—that the teacher and the social worker also 
have a very definite part to play, not only in sex instruction but in 
the broader field of what you happily call education for family living. 
For it is a fact, unfortunately, that in very many families parents 
are not only unable but are unwilling to shoulder their proper respon- 
sibilities in this vital matter. Moreover, even children from happy 
homes will often come to their teacher—if she is a good teacher and 
has won their confidence—with some question about their bodies or 
about marriage or some problem of living. 


We need the help, the training and understanding of conscientious 
teachers and social workers. But—and here is the important thing— 
they should not act alone. They can be most useful in this important 
field of education for family living by working in close cooperation 
with parents and religious leaders in their home communities. 


Suggestions in Summary 
Let me make a few specific suggestions: 


1. That we make a determined effort to reverse the present destruc- 
tive trend and restore God to His rightful place in our classrooms. 
Now let us be sure we understand each other on this. I am not trying 
to break down the ‘‘wall between Church and State’’—I am just as 
strongly in favor of that separation in our American democracy as 
anyone in this room. Nor by restoring religion to the schools do I 
mean sectarian religion. What I do mean, very simply, is this: .. . 


... That our children begin each day with a simple prayer, 
asking God’s blessing on their work. 

... That in our teaching we acknowledge God as the Divine 
source, not only of life itself but of the dignity of man on which 
our democracy is founded, of the physical universe and of our 
civil rights and duties. 


That’s all. The rest can be left to the home and the Church. 


2. That we carry this reverent acknowledgment of the Supreme 
Being particularly into our instruction on marriage and family life. 


3. That we study jointly with religious leaders in our communities 
the best techniques for combining the spiritual and physical facts 
of human reproduction. 
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4. That we organize groups of parents, not only to urge upon 
them the importance of their duty in this respect, but to show them 
how to inipart such knowledge to children in different stages of 
mental and emotional development. 


5. That as far as possible we work with our priests, ministers and 
rabbis in meeting the problem of instructing children from broken 
or maladjusted homes. 


6. That whatever biological information concerning the human 
body may be necessary in the schools never be given as just another 
example of the reproduction of a species—one step beyond cats and 
tadpoles; that it be clothed in the beauty and dignity appropriate 
to a divine act of creation; and that this story be given, not by 
itself, but as part of continued and integrated instruction in the 
nature and obligations of family living. 


7. That, finally, in cases where it becomes necessary for the teacher 
herself to fill the role of parent in discussing intimate sex questions 
with a youngster, that such instruction be given privately, as much 
or as little as may be necessary at the moment, and with proper 
regard both for spiritual values and for the characteristics of the 
individual child. 


Well, now we have a whole new set of bottles up there on the 
wall—and it’s your turn to pick up the rocks and start throwing. 
I hope you have as much fun as I did. But I hope, too, that we may 
wind up with a constructive program of real action. For a new 
and priceless generation of Americans needs our help. 





NATIONAL EVENTS 
ELEANOR SHENEHON 


Director, Washington Liaison Office 
American Social Hygiene Association 


White House Conference on Children and Youth.—Conference com- 
mittees are functioning in each of the 53 States aud Territories 
and the District of Columbia, according to a news release of April 12 
from Osear R. Ewing, Chairman of the National Committee for 
the Midcentury event. These committees, consisting of citizens 
from all walks of life are at work in a nation-wide, non-partisan 
effort in behalf of advancing well-being of all our children. 


Two outstanding developments of State committee work have 
been the formation of county and city committees for intimate study 
and analysis of children’s problems and the fact that through these 
State committees specialists and citizens have been working together 
in their common concern. Social workers, educators, health workers, 
religious leaders, citizen, labor, and business leaders are finding com- 
mon ground and common cause. Mrs. Margaret Price, of Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, is chairman of the Advisory Council on State and Local 
Action, and plans are being made to coordinate State activities and 
develop follow-up work, based upon recommendations going out of 
the Conference meetings to be held in Washington during the week 
of December 3. 


Another interesting and important aspect of Conference planning 
is the active participation of young people, including youth in high 
school and college as well as those employed. In March, 75 representa- 
tives of youth groups, from 20 States, met in Washington to form 
an Advisory Council on Youth Participation. Arnulf Pins, a college 
student at Columbia University and resident of Paterson, New Jersey, 
was elected Chairman. The Council, defining problems which young 
people would like to see get nation-wide attention at the Conference, 
gave top priority to the building of democracy and spiritual values. 


Under the leadership of the Advisory Council on Participation of 
National Organizations, hundreds of such groups representing broad 
citizen interests are contributing from their particular knowledge 
and resources. This Council, through which ASHA works, has for 
its Chairman Robert E. Bondy, Executive Director, National Social 
Welfare Assembly. 


The President's Committee on Religion and Welfare Reports on 
Information and Education Programs in the Armed Forces.—This 
Committee, whose function, by Presidential order, is ‘‘to encourage 
and promote the religious, moral and recreational welfare and char- 
acter guidance of persons in the armed forces’’ has contributed sub- 
stantially to our knowledge and understanding of the factors, whether 
they be community conditions or official programs, which bear upon 
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the welfare of our young service men and women. Its printed report 
on community responsibility and its national conference of May, 1949, 
on the same subject have already been reviewed in these columns. 


A third contribution of this committee is its report on information 
and education programs in the armed forces. It is of course the 
policy of the Department of Defense and of its three component parts, 
the Army, the Navy, and the Air Foree, that such programs shall 
be carried out, in order to give the peacetime serviceman both an 
understanding of his responsibility as a citizen and an individual 
member of the armed forces, and opportunity to broaden his educa- 
tion. It is to the study of the effectiveness of these programs that 
the President’s Committee addressed itself during the second half 
of 1949, visiting 22 military installations in this country and additional 
operations in Europe and the Far East for this purpose. 


In general the President’s Committee found educational activities 
for men and women in uniform to be comprehensive and of high 
quality. They are handicapped, however, by a serious shortage of 
qualified, trained personnel to implement them, a situation which 
appears to stem from neglect of this type of program in officer 
training schools, and failure to establish a suitable career field in 
each service for information and education specialists, with appro- 
priate opportunities for advancement. The program would also be 
strengthened, comments the President’s Committee, by stronger com- 
mand support, both for the importance of such action to the success 
of the present program and as an indication to subordinates of the 
degree of importance attached to the future of the program by 
those in command. 


This 59-page report includes, in addition to the general statement 
on findings, principles, and recommendations contained in the letter 
transmitting it to the President, detailed discussions of the history 
of these programs in the armed forces, objectives, official directives 
in this field, command support, personnel, operation, and training. 
Social hygiene pioneers will be interested in the reference contained 
in the historical section to the Commission on Training Camp Activi- 
ties of World War I, on whose staff many of today’s workers served. 
Social hygiene workers of all ages will be heartened by the evidence 
throughout the report of the intention of the armed forces to give 
the young men and women in their ranks additional preparation for 
the life to which they will return when their military service is over: 
life as citizens, as members of families, as responsible individuals on 
their own again. 


The report deseribed here may be requested from the President’s Committee 
on Religion and Welfare in the Armed Forces, Temporary Building ‘‘R,’’ 4th 
and Jefferson Drive, 8.W., Washington 25, D. C. 


Interdepartmental VD Committee Meets.—This Committee, estab- 
lished in 1942 to coordinate official and voluntary effort, held an 
important session in Washington on March 21. Miss Mary Switzer, 
Assistant to the Federal Security Administrator, presided, Dr. 
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Theodore J. Bauer, USPHS VD Division Chief, served as secretary, 
and representatives were present from the Provost Marshal’s office, 
the Army, Navy and Air Force Medical Services, U. 5S. Veterans 
Administration, the Selective Service, the Federal Bureau of Prisons 
of the Department of Justice, the Chaplains Corps, Welfare Services, 
and the American Social Hygiene Association. 


Each member reviewed the current venereal disease picture from 
the viewpoint of his respective agency. On behalf of ASHA Dr. 
Walter Clarke, Executive Director, discussed the Association’s 
National Defense Program, including our efforts to stem the tide 
of prostitution activities in cities frequented by members of the 
armed forces. He also reported on ASHA assistance in the military 
Character Guidance Program in Alaska, where he spent some weeks 
late in 1949, and where the Association has had a field representative, 
Mr. Raymond P. Sanford, for the past year. Mr. Paul M. Kimnsie, 
ASHA Director of Legal and Social Protection, reported specifically 
on methods and results in the stimulation of better law enforcement 
with regard to prostitution. 


The chairman appointed a committee—Capt. R. W. Babione, MC, 
U. 8S. Navy; Dr. Bascom Johnson, Jr., of the Veterans Administra- 
tion, and Dr. Bauer—to draft a resolution commending the Asso- 
ciation on the results achieved and urging continuance of its National 
Defense program. 


Community Chests and Councils Outlines Welfare Council Plan.— 
Teamwork in Our Town Through a Community Welfare Council is 
the intriguing title of a new 32-page pamphlet recently issued by 
the ‘‘Three C’s.’’ The table of contents indicates the scope of this 
helpful ‘‘ persuader’’ toward community organization: Why a Wel- 
fare Council? Who Will Belong to the Council? What Does a 
Council Really Do? and How Does the Council Get Results? 


Copies may be obtained from Community Chests and Councils of America, Inc., 
155 East 44th Street, New York 17, N. Y., for 25¢ each, or 15¢ each for ten 
or more copies. 


Stanley C. Allyn, CCC President, has recently announced that 
Charles Edward Wilson, General Electric Company President, will 
serve as national chairman for the 1950 nation-wide campaign for 
support of 14,000 ‘‘Red Feather’’ services in the field of health and 
welfare. Mr. Wilson succeeds Henry Ford, 2nd, 1948-49 Chairman. 


The program this year includes 1,250 united campaigns, to be 
concentrated in the month of October, with a goal of $185,000,000. 


National Catholic Conference on Family Life Meets in Detroit.— 
Attended by some 500 of the country’s Catholic clergy, educators, 
and lay leaders, the 18th annual convention of the National Catholic 
Conference on Family Life met in Detroit on March 13-15. In a 
letter of greeting to those gathered there President Truman said, 
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in part: ‘‘Intelligent and practical concern for a sound and suc- 
cessful family life invites the interest of all who look to the good 
of society. ... The family is very specially an interest of the church.— 
Of special advantage in the church’s work in behalf of the family—is 
her vast fund of knowledge regarding marriage and family living 
that has been garnered by her from a multiplicity of contacts with 
peoples of all times and all climes.’ 


The conviction that premarital counseling and marriage prepara- 
tion courses for engaged couples are an essential foundation for 
the building of successful family life was vigorously expressed by 
such speakers as Dr. Frank A. Ayd, Jr., of the Catholic University 
of America and Loyola College, Father Edward Ramacher of 
St. Francis Xavier Church of Sartell, Minnesota; and Father John 
H. Dericks of St. Joseph’s Church in Paterson, New Jersey. 


In diseussing the guidance of children about sex the Reverend 
Father John Haley of Notre Dame University, laid down four guiding 
principles : 

‘‘ First, training in chastity is to be considered as an essential part of 


a complete training in Christian character and must be integrated into 
that whole. 


‘*Seeond, and consequent upon the first, a positive wholesome Christian 
attitude and approach towards sex in thought, word and action must be 
adopted. 


‘*Third, the instruction and training must be adapted to the individual 
child according to his or her present need and ability to assimilate. 


‘*Fourth, techniques in the sexual instruction and moral training of 
the child must be used at all times as flexible tools to implement the whole 
program of developing virtuous men and women.’’ 





Obituary 


John M. Glenn, former general director of the Russell Sage Founda- 
tion and a pioneer social worker, died on April 20th in New York 
Hospital. He was ninety-one years old. Named as director of the 
Foundation when it was established in 1907, he developed the program 
of research, demonstration, and consultation in the field of social 
improvement which gave the organization a leading position not only 
in the United States but throughout the world. 


Retiring in 1931, he continued to serve on the boards of various 
health and welfare organizations and to be a leading light in the 
destinies of the National Conference of Social Work, with which 
he had been closely identified throughout his career. Wise leader, 
progressive thinker, genial companion, he symbolized the best of 
twentieth century thought and action for human welfare. 








NEWS FROM THE STATES AND COMMUNITIES 
ESTHER EMERSON SWEENEY 


Director, Division of Community Service 
American Social Hygiene Association 


Arizona: Dr. Lull Joins Office of Indian Affairs.—Dr. L. J. Lull, 
recently in charge of Venereal Disease Control for the Montana 
State Department of Health, has accepted an appointment as Area 
Medical Consultant for Indian Affairs at 1515 East Indian School 
Road, Phoenix, Arizona. 


California: Los Angeles Venereal Disease Council Holds Annual 
Meeting.—Tuesday, March 21st was the occasion of the Council’s 
third annual meeting, with Dr. Mabel Grier Lesher, ASHA educa- 
tional consultant as the featured speaker. Her topic was Some 
Adult Musts in Meeting Youth’s Needs. The event also introduced 
an attractive report of work for the year just ended, with highlights 
presented by Dr. Herbert H. Cowper on mass case finding, by Mrs. 
Joseph Kaplan on the special Women’s Court Committee, and by 
Dr. Harriet Randall on the use of the film, Human Growth. 


This meeting climaxed a five-week institute on Education for Per- 
sonal and Family Living in the Schools, sponsored jointly by the 
Venereal Disease Council and the Health Services Branch of the City 
Schools, with Dr. Lesher as the guest speaker. 


California: San Francisco Social Hygiene Association's Work.— 
Realizing that ‘‘venereal disease is only the end result of social 
failure’’ the San Francisco Association during the past year has 
been working to broaden its program of family life education as a 
means of prevention of VD and sexual promiscuity. This has been 
done through a series of neighborhood meetings for parents, through 
training courses for teachers, held at the University of California, 
and at Los Angeles and San Francisco State College, and by estab- 
lishment of child care centers for working mothers. Other important 
activities have included the conduct with the health department of a 
mass blood testing program in many of the city’s small industries, 
with provision of educational leaflets for employees.* 


On February 6 the SFSHA celebrated Social Hygiene Day with 
an all-day institute, co-sponsored by the City and County Depart- 
ment of Public Health, the Unified School District, the Mental Health 
Society of Northern California, and the Congress of Parents and 
Teachers. Four sessions, including luncheon and evening programs, 


*A forthcoming number of the JouRNAL or SoctaL Hyatens will inelude a 
detailed review of the San Franciseo program, as presented by Dr. Richard A. 
Koch, Director of the City and County Health Department’s Division of VD 
Control, before the 1950 Social Hygiene Day Meeting of the Illinois Social 
Hygiene League, Chicago, February 3. (Preprinted as Pub. A-799. Penicillin 
Is Not Enough. 10 cents.) 
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furnished a comprehensive discussion of family life education as 
related to the secondary schools, the colleges, adult education, the 
venereal disease problem, social worker responsibility, as well as that 
of parents, community and public health workers. Of special interest 
were talks by clergyman representatives of the Protestant, Catholic 
and Jewish faiths regarding approach to family life education, and 
contributions by experienced speakers in this field such as Dr. Bertha 
Shedd Mason and Dr. Ralph G. Eckert. 


The society was a special concern of Dr. Ray Lyman Wilbur, and 
he gave it active guidance as long as he lived. His son, Dr. Dwight 
L. Wilbur, has recently accepted membership on the Board of 
Directors. At its annual meeting last November 21 tributes were 
accorded to Dr. Wilbur, and to the late W. Ford Higby, a Board 
Member and valued friend. On this occasion also the society's officers 
and board presented a special testimonial to Mr. Arnstein, in recog- 
nition of his seven years’ devoted service as executive director. 

The Society ’s headquarters are at 45 Second Street, and officers for the year 
are: President, Dr. William P. Shepard; vice-president, Dr. Charles E, Smith; 
secretary-treasurer, Laurence R. Kirk; executive director, Lawrence Arnstein. 


Colorado Has New Director of Public Health Nursing.—Mrs. Mary 
Emberton, R.N., a member of the ASHA General Advisory Board, 
recently resigned her position as Director of Publie Health Nursing, 
Colorado Department of Health, to become Director of the Visiting 
Nurse Association of Denver. Mrs. Vesta Bowden succeeds Mrs. 
Emberton at the CDH. . 


Illinois Reports Progress Against VD.—The Illinois Health Mes- 
senger, published by the Illinois State Department of Publie Health, 
reports that at the present time 30 State-aided clinics and 20 ‘‘rapid 
treatment’’ centers for VD treatment are operating in downstate 
Illinois, and 20 clinies and one ‘‘rapid treatment’’ center in Chicago. 
In 1948, 1,125,765 Illinois citizens were blood tested for syphilis, 
and 58.5 per cent of all cases of syphilis that were found and treated 
were in an early and most curable stage. Deaths from syphilis have 
dropped from 12.8 per 100,000 population in 1940 to 7.3 in 1948. In 
1943 there were 26 deaths attributed to congenital syphilis and in 
1948 there were six, the reduction probably due in a large part, to 
the premarital and prenatal examination laws. Syphilis reports, show- 
ing 13,846 cases in 1949, declined 18 per cent over 1948 and 37 per 
cent below the 9-year median. 


Kansas State TB and Health Association Has New Secretary.— 
Waldo W. Wilmore, for some time Associate Secretary, recently 
became Executive Secretary of the Kansas TB and Health Associa- 
tion, succeeding Dr. Seth L. Cox, who resigned because of ill health. 
Dr. Charles H. Lerrigo, guiding spirit of the Kansas Association 
for many years and now Executive Secretary Emeritus, still serves as 
a consultant, and carries on some of the activities he established, such 
as publication of the Association newspaper, Health Education in 
Kansas. 
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Massachusetts Society for Social Hygiene Combines Social Hygiene 
Day and Annual Meeting.—Sixty-nine official and voluntary health 
and welfare agencies joined forces on February 10 to celebrate Social 
Hygiene Day at the annual meeting of the MSSH in Boston. Dr. Wil- 
liam Leroy Fleming, President, read the report, and Mr. Philip 
R. Mather, ASHA President, delivered a National Social Hygiene 
Day message. What Is Wrong with the American Family? was the 
provocative topie Dr. Florence Kluckhohn, of Harvard University’s 
Department of Social Relations, chose for her address. 


Among Society activities reported by Mrs. 8. W. Miller, Executive 
Secretary, for the first three months of 1950 are: 


Sixty-five lectures, including several courses for youth groups under 
church auspices, talks to student nurses at the Massachusetts General 
Hospital and to a labor union group, many lectures to parent groups, 
with showings of the films Human Growth and Human Reproduction. 


The Marriage Counseling Service, directed by Mr. Lester Dear- 
born, reported 131 conferences with 106 persons, during January 
and February. Mr. Dearborn has been working with a committee 
set up to analyze the service characteristics in relation to those of 
other counseling services and to work out a suitable way of evaluating 
its scope and usefulness. 

Society dues are $2.00 annually, and civie-minded Massachusetts citizens are 
cordially invited to enroll at the MSSH headquarters in Boston. The Society, 
incidentally, after 20 years in the Little Building, will soon move to the Mason 
Memorial Building, which was recently purchased by the United Community 
Services of Greater Boston to liouse health and welfare agencies. 


Missouri Social Hygiene Association Honors Dr. Cory at Annual 
Meeting.—Dr. Harriet 8. Cory, who retired last August after 
twenty years as MSHA Executive Secretary, was honored by appre- 
ciative friends and co-workers at the society’s annual meeting in 
St. Louis on February 6. Dr. Richard A. Weiss, Honorary President, 
presenting her with a testimonial scroll, said in part: 


‘*In the background of great communities, often unhonored and unsung, 
at times we find modest and retiring people, who devote their lives to the 
service of humanity. Quietly they serve and demand no recognition. Their 
co-workers know what they have endured and experienced; what obstacles 
they have surmounted, what prejudices they have encountered, what heart- 
breaks they have sustained. Into their work, they give themselves without 
regard to their own well-being, counting services to their communities far 
more worthwhile than selfish interests... . Harriet Cory, tonight we honor 
you for service to humanity. Your work in this great city has gained 
world-wide recognition. You have contributed greatly to forwarding the 
aims of the American Social Hygiene Association. Not by word alone 
but by deeds have you helped to make a happier and healthier city, state 
and nation. ... As I present you with this scroll as evidence of the con- 
fidence and regard of all of us, your fellow workers, may I in the name 
of all citizens of Metropolitan St. Louis, thank you for a lifetime of unselfish 
and devoted service to them and to generations yet to come. 


The annual meeting also featured a discussion of Sex Education 
in the Schools and the Community, by B. Y. Glassberg, Helen Manley, 
Mayor C. Kenneth Thies and Richard L. Carp, with Rev. Edgar C. 
Taylor as leader. 
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The society ’s annual report, presented by the Acting Director, Mrs. 
J. Hart Brown, highlighted such activities as the holding of 78 social 
hygiene meetings, the showing of the film Human Growth to thousands 
of adolescents and parents, the blood testing program with its educa- 
tional rather than case-finding emphasis, the formation of local social 
hygiene committees, and cooperation with PTA Councils and pre- 
school parent organizations. 


New officers elected were: 


President, Dr. Paul J. Zentay; Rev. Edgar C. Tayler, Dr. George J. L. 
Wulff, Dr. Carl A. Wattenberg, and R. Forder Buckley, Vice-Presidents. 
Board members elected for 1950-52 were: Dr. J. Owen Blache, Dr. 
Herbert R. Domke, Dr. Jules H. Kopp, Dr. M. Norman Orge!, Mrs. Henry 
C. Schwartz and Dr. J. Earl Smith. 


Missouri. Kansas City Social Hygiene Society Celebrates Social 
Hygiene Month.—Following a highly successful annual meeting on 
January 12, when use of the film Human Growth was reviewed by a 
panel consisting of Dr. Florence MacInnis, Dr. A. Lloyd Stockwell, 
Dr. Thomas B. Hall and Mrs. Theodosia Kelley, the KCSHS moved 
into a Social Hygiene Day observance which lasted throughout the 
entire month of February. Before meetings of a variety of groups, 
says the Society’s bulletin News and Views, addresses were given and 
film showings held, for a total audience of over 2,000 persons. High 
point of the month was a special observance on February 24th, with 
a meeting at Kansas City Junior College and showing of the four 
McGraw-Hill films on Marriage for Moderns before an audience of 
750. Dr. Henry A. Bowman of Stephens College, Columbia, Missouri, 
author of the book of the same name, which the films are designed 
to supplement, was present to discuss the project. Mr. P. K. Houdek, 
the Society’s Executive Secretary, says, ‘‘It was our feeling that we 
made social hygiene a family affair!’’ 


The Society was also a chief sponsor of the fourth annual KC 
Family Life Institute on March 27-29 and Mr. Houdek served as 
speaker and consultant on the Religion-in-Life Week at the University 
of Missouri, Stephens College and Christian College. He also partici- 
pated in the annual Conference of Marriage and Family Life at the 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, in April. 


Society officers for 1950 are: 


President, A. W. Gilbert; first vice-president, Mrs. Carl A. Johnsdn, second 
vice-president, Rev. J. Allan Watson, secretary, Miss Mildred Cook, and treasurer, 
Mrs. Joseph Fasci. Society headquarters continue at 1020 MeGee Street. 


New Jersey Has New Venereal Disease Control Chief and Active 
Program.—Dr. Daniel Bergsma, State Commissioner of Health, has 
recently announced the appointment of Adele C. Shepard, M.D., 
M.P.H., as Chief of the Venereal Disease Control Program. She 
has been serving as acting chief since June, 1949. 


The Vee-Dee Newsletter, a sprightly mimeographed bulletin, pre- 
pared especially for health officers, venereal disease clinics and others 
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interested in the public health program, keeps New Jersey citizens 
and cooperating agencies up to date on state and local events. 


In the New Jersey Medical Society’s Journal for January, 1950, 
the Department reviews progress under the heading, Are People in 
New Jersey Interested in Social Hygiene? and says: 

‘*Last year they asked the State Department of Health for 57,000 
pamphlets on sex education or venereal disease control. They borrowed 
films from the state museum for 500 showings to clubs and other groups 
of citizens. 


‘*One of the goals set up by the N. J. Congress of Parents and Teachers 
(for the guidance of local PTA’s in program planning), is ‘Social Hygiene 
Edueation for Family Life.’ To meet this, a local organization may: 
(1) have a discussion group which meets at least four times and which 
selects a book to add to the PTA book shelf for the use of all members; 
(2) have a reading group which reports on the books read at one of the 
general meetings; (3) inelude a brief social hygiene item (limit to 3 
minutes) at each of its meetings or devote 45 minutes at one of its 
meetings for an approved skit or for a movie, or other visual aid concerning 
the non-medical aspects of family life education. 

‘*Rutgers University is giving credit courses in ‘Education for Family 
Life’ at Penns Grove, Millburn, New Brunswick, and Basking Ridge. 
Requests from Trenton, Red Bank, Cape May and Pitman were postponed 
because instructors were not available. These off-campus courses have been 
held for several years and more than 500 teachers have been enrolled, in 
addition to nurses, parents and others. The Tri-State Council on Family 
Relations (Connecticut, New Jersey and New York) sponsored a meeting 
in Newark last spring. The program featured a demonstration of teaching 
units in family life education and a discussion of a program in secondary 
schools. Dr. Charles E. Marden of Rutgers University, represents New 
Jersey on the Tri-State Council. Under the auspices of The Medical 
Society of New Jersey, the film ‘Human Growth’ has been shown and 
discussed by a physician with more than twenty groups of parents.’’ 


The review coneludes with another leading question: 


**Does your community have a permanent Social Hygiene Committee to 
bring together all who will work for the education and protection of the 
young people of your town?’’ 


The Department has recently issued a revised list of VD Clinies 
and ‘*Darkfield Facilities’’ in the State. 


New York: Dr. Jacoby Becomes City Social Hygiene Bureau 
Director.—Dr. John F. Mahoney, Health Commissioner, recently 
announced the appointment of Dr. Adolph Jacoby as director of the 
New York City Health Department, Bureau of Social Hygiene, suc- 
ceeding Dr. Theodore Rosenthal, social hygiene director since June, 
1937. Dr. Rosenthal becomes director of the Bureau of Adult Hygiene 
and will be in administrative charge of work on cancer and chronic 
ailments, including heart diseases, hypertension, arthritis and diabetes. 
Dr. Jacoby, since 1945 head of the department’s venereal disease 
clinics, has been connected with the Health Department since 1916. 


New York Tuberculosis and Health Association Holds Annual Con- 
ference.—On Tuesday, March 7, the NYTB and H Association held 
its thirty-second annual conference, an all-day program including a 
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luncheon meeting with Dr. Harry S. Mustard, former New York City 
Health Commissioner and now Executive Director, State Charities 
Aid Association, as speaker. Two sessions on Social Hygiene Today 
were held, one a discussion of The Sex Offender in New York City, 
with Arthur B. Spingarn, Prof. Paul W. Tappan, Dr. Lewis J. 
Doshay, Hon. Peter M. Horn and Captain Joseph A. Kukis as 
participants, and the other a symposium on the question, Are Venereal 
Diseases Disappearing? with Dr. Milton J. Goodfriend presiding, 
and Dr. W. H. Aufrane, Dr. Bruce Webster, Colonel John S. Roosma, 
and Dr. John F. Mahoney as speakers. 


Dr. Donald B. Armstrong, Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 
Vice-President and ASHA Board Member, was elected President 
of the NYTB and H Association for a second term, and other officers 
elected were: 

First vice-president, Dr. Oswald R. Jones; second vice-president, Dr. Grant 
Thorburn; secretary, Myron I. Borg, Jr., and treasurer, H, P. Davison. Dr. Jacob 
A. Goldberg remains as secretary of the Social Hygiene Committee and Dr. Frank 
C. Combes as chairman. 


North Carolina: Asheville Social Hygiene Committee Formed. A 
new social hygiene affiliate is the Asheville Social Hygiene Committee 
of the Association for Health and Handicapped Services, with Mrs. 
Jennie S. Case, Health Educator as Secretary. Mail addressed to 
the new group should be sent c/o City Health Department, Asheville, 
North Carolina. 


Ohio Social Hygiene Council.—The Council News Letter, issued 
for members by Roy E. Dickerson, President, Cincinnati, and Dr. 
Robert N. Hoyt, Secretary-Treasurer, Cleveland, in its February 
issue and a letter to Council members reports and discusses future 
plans. The Council is seeking to build state wide membership and 
ASHA members and friends in Ohio are invited to get in touch 
with Dr. Hoyt at 1001 Huron Road, Cleveland 15, Ohio. Membership 
dues are $1.00 yearly. 


Pennsylvania: Luzerne County Social Hygiene Society Has Busy 
Year.—The twenty-sixth annual report of the Luzerne County Social 
Hygiene Society, presented by Nellie G. Loftus, R.N., Executive Sec- 
retary, says that 144 girls were admitted to the Detention Home 
during the year and that a total of 467 were cared for, that 144 cases 
of venereal disease were found among women patients, and that such 
measures as home visits, lectures, pamphlets, sound films and*a Radio 
Forum on Social Hygiene Day were all utilized in the venereal disease 
and delinquency prevention program. Society officers are: President, 
Hon. W. A. Valentine; and secretary-treasurer, Dr. P. P. Mayock. 


Pennsylvania.—Miss Emily F. Morrison, superintendent of the 
Sleighton Farms School for Girls since 1920, recently received the 
$1,000 Gimbel award for contributing ‘‘inestimable service to human- 
ity.’’ Miss Morrison succeeded Mrs. Martha P. Falconer as super- 
intendent at the Farms and continued the work of making the school 
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a progressive training center for underprivileged girls committed by 
the courts of eastern and central Pennsylvania. Nearly 750 girls 
regularly live at the school or under its supervision in foster homes. 


Pennsylvania: Philadelphia Committee on Social Hygiene Day 
Sponsors Conference.—On February 10, with the City Department 
of Public Health, the Board of Public Education Division of Medical 
Services; the County Medical Society’s Committee on Venereal and 
Cutaneous Diseases; and the Philadelphia Tuberculosis and Health 
Association, as co-sponsors, the Philadelphia Committee on Social 
Hygiene Day held a conference in observance of Social Hygiene Day. 
At a luncheon session Dr. Hubley R. Owen, Director, Division of 
Medical Services, Philadelphia Board of Public Education, presided, 
and William M. Smith, Jr., Professor of Family Relationships at 
Pennsylvania State College, spoke on Social Hygiene Is a Family 
Affair. The afternoon session, with Dr. Norman R. Ingraham, Jr., 
Chief, Division of Venereal Disease Control, Department of Public 
Health of Philadelphia, presiding, featured Miss Irma DeVoe, 
instructor in Social Studies, LeRoy, New York, and ASHA Board 
Member, who discussed Family Life Classes, and Dr. Ruth H. Weaver, 
whose topic was What Is the Parent’s Response to the Motion Picture, 
**Human Growth?”’ 


Pennsylvania: Philadelphia Appoints Kenneth Miller as Education 
Director._Dr. R. F. Reeves, Director of the Philadelphia Depart- 
ment of Health, has announced the appointment of Kenneth R. Miller 
as Education Director. Mr. Miller, formerly educational secretary 
for the Philadelphia Tuberculosis and Health Association, was an 
ASHA staff member during World War II, serving as ASHA rep- 
resentative in Puerto Rieo during 1945, and as Director of Public 
Information at national headquarters, 1945-1946. 


Pennsylvania Tuberculosis Society Adds “Health.”—The Pennsyl- 
vania Tuberculosis Society on January 5, 1950, announced that it 
would in the future be known as the Pennsylvania Tuberculosis and 
Health Seciety. Arthur M. Dewees, Executive Secretary, said the 
change was made in recognition of the fact that tuberculosis today 
cannot be considered an isolated disease, so closely is it related to 
all aspects of public health. It is the second change of name since 
the Society, oldest voluntary citizen tuberculosis organization in the 
United States, was formed in 1892 as the Pennsylvania Society for the 
Prevention of Tuberculosis. Headquarters continue in Philadelphia. 


South Carolina: Charleston Holds Human Growth and Develop- 
ment Institute—The Charleston Central Council of PTA’s, the 
Cooper River District Council and the Charleston Social Hygiene 
Committee were co-sponsors of a two-day program, March 28-29, in 
which talks, motion pictures, and discussion all served to clarify the 
physical, psychological, spiritual and social development of the child 
and the adolescent. Presiding officers were Rey. A. McKay Brabham, 
Chairman of the Social Hygiene Committee; Mrs. C. E. Herman, 
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Mrs. H. Way Smathers; and Mr. Elric Pinckney, Co-chairman of 
the Social Hygiene Committee. Speakers were Mrs. Howard R. 
Jacobs, State President, Congress of PTA’s, who introduced the 
program; Dr. J. J. Cleckley, Dr. Patricia A. Carter, Dr. Kenneth 
Herbert, Dr. Joseph H. Marshall, Miss Mary Harper, and Mrs. Kay 
Sharp. Elizabeth Davis and W. Gordon Bunch, health educators, 
were the discussion leaders. 


Texas: Dallas Has Social Hygiene Committee.—Word has been 
received from Gerald M. Porter, Health Secretary of the Dallas Health 
Council, concerning the organization of a new Social Hygiene Com- 
mittee with Dr. John C. Montgomery, psychiatrist and County Medical 
Society representative as chairman. Other members of the Committee 
are: 

Dr. D. A. Reekie, Dr. W. B. Mantooth, Jr., Dr. Bertha E. Stokes, Hawkins 
Golden, Mrs. J. M. Penny, Mrs. G. E. Bagwell, Mrs. Thomas Barnes, Commander 
V. J. Donnelly, Florence Golden, Charles W. Ferguson, Mrs. Marshall Cloyd, 
and Robert H. Dedman. Mr. Whiteomb Allen, ASHA field representative, with 
headquarters in San Antonio, assisted in the organization of the new group. 


Vermont Reports on Recreation.—Mrs. A. 0. Brungardt, Vermont 
Director of Recreation, reports a variety of important successful com- 
munity and county projects for the year 1949. Communities have been 
assisted with recreation surveys, appraisals, studies and inventories 
and have received aid in working out problems of organization, budgets, 
programs and personnel. Among activities of interest were: a Sum- 
mer Playground Leader’s Institute which provided a three-day inten- 
sive training course for seventy-seven leaders; a Camp Clinic, an 
all-day meeting for sixty-four camp leaders; and a Governor’s Con- 
ference on Recreation, which featured talks by Waldo Hainsworth, 
District Representative of the National Recreation Association, Gov- 
ernor Gibson, and Charles K. Brightbill, Executive Secretary, Presi- 
dent’s Committee on Religion, Welfare and Recreation in the Armed 
Forces. A German Youth Commission of five young leaders spent 
three weeks in Vermont, which had been selected as a training and 
observation area by the Office of U. S. Military Government and the 
National Social Welfare Assembly. 


The Department distributes to community Recreation leaders free 
materials pertinent to recreation, makes films available to communities, 
and cooperates with special groups, as the parent-teacher associations, 
Federated Women’s Clubs, and Girl Scouts. 
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California: Los Angeles. Six-week Family Life Education Program 
for City and County Groups.— During the period February 11—March 
15, Dr. Mabel Grier Lesher, ASHA Educational Consultant, con- 
ducted an intensive program in family life education in the city and 
county of Los Angeles. The schedule, arranged and sponsored by 
the Los Angeles VD Council in cooperation with other groups, 
included 

Teachers Institutes in Glendale, Long Beach, Alhambra, Culver City, 
Inglewood, Norwalk, Pasadena, Pomona and in seven sehools in Los 
Angeles. The Health Service Branch of the City Schools joined in 
sponsoring the Los Angeles series. A total of 2,787 teachers attended 
the meetings. 

Glendale Parent-Teacher Association—series of four discussions on 
Those Fundamental First Five Years ; Home and School Together; Primary 
and Elementary Years; Some Adult Musts in Mecting Youth Needs, and 
What the PTA Can Do 

Los Angeles Tenth District Parent-Teacher leaders, one meeting. 

Pomona, a series of six weekly meetings for young adults on A Realistic 
Approach to Marriage and Preparation for Family Living, sponsored and 
held at the Pomona YMCA. Also a series for parents on Modern Parent 
hood and Its Problems, sponsored by the Assistance League of Pomona. 
in addition to the scheduled meetings, Dr. Lesher participated 

in twenty luncheon and group conferences, and held many individual 
conferences with school administrators, teachers, leaders and others. 


This worthwhile program was met with enthusiasm by the 4,000 
persons who attended the various meetings, as well as by the Los 
Angeles City and Council groups promoting education for family 
life. It is expected that this added stimulus will do much to further 
the interest and activities in this field of education already in progress 
in Los Angeles. 


Michigan: Grand Rapids YMCA Mothers’ Club Sponsors Sex Edu- 
cation Series.A series of parent-discussion groups to promote 
more intelligent approach to sex education problems in early adoles- 
cence was sponsored by the Grand Rapids ‘‘Y’’ Mothers Club in 
February and March. Meetings were held weekly at the YMCA 
with an attendance of 120-150 at each session. Topics and discussants 


were as follows 

Feb. 15 Moral and Religious Aspects of Sex Education. Rev. Leonard 
Greenway, Student Counselor and Pastor of Grand Rapids 
Christian High School 
Emotional Aspects of Ser Education. A. T. Leonard, Chief 
Psychologist, Grand Valley Children’s Center 
Home and Family Living Mrs. Charles Houser, State Chair- 
man of the Family Life Committee of Church Women 
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Mar. 9 Physical Aspects of Serual Development, Dr. Roy Bubeck, Jr., 
Obstetrician Chief of Staff, Osteopathic Hospital 
Mar. 16 Civie Responsibilities of Parents. Roger MeMahon, Kent 
County Prosecuting Attorney 
Mar. 23 Health and Disease in Relation to Serual Maturity. Dr. John 
MeCowan, Director of Division of Tuberculosis and Venereal 
Disease Control, Michigan Department of Health, Lansing, 
Michigan 
The ‘‘Y’’ Mothers Club, composed of mothers of boy members of 
the YMCA, meets monthly with the purpose of studying family 
living and to cooperate with the Boys’ Department. This was the 
second series initiated by this group and from the success of these 
programs, there are likely to be more. 


Missouri: Kansas City Family Life Institute a Huge Success.—The 
Fourth Annual Family Life Institute, held on March 27-29, was a real 
highlight on Family Life Education in Kansas City. A eomprehen- 
sive, well arranged program of 22 sessions drew a total attendance 
of 5,429. Seminars of three sessions each were held for parents and 
family life leaders, and a seminar of two sessions for school personnel. 

Sponsors were the Kansas City Family Life Council, Family and 
Child Welfare Council of the Council of Social Agencies, and the 
Social Planning Council of Wyandotte County, with the cooperation 
of 47 loeal agencies, including the Kansas City Social Hygiene 
Society. 

Dr. Evelyn Duvall, Director, National Council on Family Rela- 
tions, Chicago, Ill, Dr. Mildred I. Martin, Professor, Department 
of Home and Family Life, Florida State University, Tallahassee, 
and Reverend Edward Dowling, 8.J., Sodality of Our Lady, St. Louis, 
Mo., were leaders. 

P. K. Houdek, Executive Secretary, Kansas City Social Hygiene 
Society, served as Chairman of the Institute Program Committee. 


New Jersey: Community Adult Education Programs.—T wo splendid 
examples of adult education programs to promote family life educa- 
tion in the community are those in Pitman and Millville. 


In Pitman, the Evening Class for the Study and Recreation devoted 
its 1949 program to a course in Education for Personal and Family 
Living. The program, with special endorsement of the Board of 
Education and the Parent-Teacher Association, consisted of 8 weekly 
lectures and discussions for parents and teachers on parent-child 
relationships, boy-girl associations in the teen age and preparation 
for homemaking and parenthood. Dr. Mabel G. Lesher, ASHA 
Educational Consultant, gave the first lecture on September 28th 
to an audience of 90 people. Dr. Elizabeth McHose, Assistant Pro- 
fessor of Health and Physical Education, Temple University, Phila- 
delphia, gave the next three talks, and Miss Mary Lange, Member 
of the Advisory Committee on Social Hygiene, the last four. The 
fee for the entire course was $2.00; married couples $3.00. 

The Evening Classes, open to all adults in Southern New Jersey, 
were inaugurated in the fall of 1939 to provide profitable and enjoy- 
able use of leisure time for adults. 
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In Millville, the Adult Education Group, during recent months, 
concentrated its program on social hygiene education. In a four 
session program, sponsored by the combined parent-teacher associa- 
tions, with other local groups participating, emphasis was placed on 
parent's responsibility, the school’s responsibility, kind and extent of 
information in child guidance, and method of instruction and 
presentation. 


The meetings were held monthly in the auditorium of the Memorial 
High School, January through April, with an attendance on each 
oceasion of over 400. The first meeting was opened by Felix Simon, 
Chairman of Adult Education and Guidance, Director at the Memo- 
rial High School, with an introduction on the scope and objectives of 
the social hygiene program and the social hygiene program in the 
Memorial High School, and a showing of films, after which this large 
audience participated in informal discussion in small groups, with 
state and local leaders acting as moderators. The subsequent meet- 
ings were on this pattern, with discussion of questions and problems 
raised at previous meetings. 


Summer Courses 


Colorado: University of Denver. June 19-30 

Third Annual Family Life Institute. Opportunity for social workers, teachers, 
parents, nurses, all workers with families to study and discuss preparation for 
marriage, mate and parent-child relationships, the family in the neighborhood 
and community. National leaders, Dr. Regina H. Westcott, Consultant in 
Family and Human Development, City Health Department, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
and Dr. Meyer Nimkoff of Bucknell University. 


The Institute will provide living accommodations for families, a nursery 
school for children from the first through seventh grade. For details write 
Direetor, Summer Quarter, University of Denver, Denver, Colorado. 


Florida: Tallahassee. Florida State University. June 15-July 22nd 


June 15-July 5. Community Programs in Family Life Education offered 
cooperatively by the Department of Home and Family Life in the School of 
Home Economies and the Department of Social Work in the School of Social 
Welfare. 


June 15-—July 5. Course in Family Relationships offered by the Department of 
Home and Family Life. 


July 6July 22. Course on Group Counseling on Family Problems offered by 
the Department of Home and Family Life. 


June 15—July 22. Summer Institute in Child Development. 


The University also announces cooperative interdivisional graduate programs 
in Marriage and Family Living beginning with the 1950 Summer Session. 
Participating are: Department of Education, Department of Home and Family 
Life, Department of Home Economics Education and Department of Social Work. 


For further information write Charles Walker, Acting Registrar, Florida 
State University, Tallahassee, Florida. 


Indiana: Muncie. June 12-July 14 

Workshop in Family Life Education. For teachers, nurses, counselors, school 
administrators, home economists and lay adult leaders. Enrollment limited to 50. 
Graduate and undergraduate credit. Director, Samuel T. Robbins, Ed.D. 
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For further information write Registrar, Summer School, Ball State College, 
Muncie, Indiana. 


Minnesota: Minneapolis. July 12-July 24 
Courses in Materials and Procedures in Marriage and Family Life Education. 
(Limited to thirty students.) 


Course in Principles and Problems of Teaching Social Hygiene. Emphasis will 
be placed on methods of teaching social hygiene in the public sehools and 
materials for instructional use in the elementary and secondary schools. 


For further information address Dean, Summer Session, University of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


Texas: Denton. June 6-July 15 

Cooperative Child Development and Health Workshop planned for administra 
tors, teachers, nurses and community leaders. Undergraduate and graduate 
credit. 


For further details write Emmett F. Cambron, Health Coordinator, North 
Texas State College, Denton, Texas. 


Useful Publications 


Course of Study for Family Life Education. A Source Book for Teachers. San 
Antonio Board of Education, San Antonio, Texas. 50 pp., mimeographed. 
$1.00. 

This outline covers a course now being given successfully for the fourth 
school term to seniors in five high schools of the San Antonio Independent 
School District. Mrs. Payton Kennedy, counsellor and individual and grou 
eonference teacher, conducts the course, devoting one day a week to nee 
school. In a sixth school, until recently a suburban community school, Miss 
Camilla Hewett, Dean of Girls, is the instructor. 


Revised recently in the light of student evaluation and teacher experience, 
this outline should prove a helpful guide to school administrators and teachers 
in other communities where such a program is under consideration. 


Education for Successful Human Relations. Curriculum Bulletin on a Developing 
Program in the Senior High School. Lexington (Kentucky) Public Schools. 


Integrated Study of Human Relations. Curriculum Bulletin. Tentative experi 
mental outline for the Junior High Schools. Lexington Publie Schools. 

Developed during the summer of 1949 as a first step in an extended attempt 
to prepare a manual or handbook on human relations for use in all Lexington 
Public Schools, these outlines are the result of many years of careful program 
planning and experimentation in some of the schools. After an intensive 
summer school course and workshop for teachers in 1949, as well as conferences 
with parent groups, it was agreed to issue these tentative outlines on an 
experimental basis in some classroom situations, revised and redesigned. At 
the conclusion of this experimental period, the findings of the enlightened 
teaching personnel will be given fixed form in the nature of a manual or handbook 
for use of all teachers. 


Family Life Materials. Syracuse University Press, Syracuse, N. Y. An up-to- 
date annotated listing of books, films and film strips, pamphlets and pro- 
fessional periodicals, and a eng” of terms, prepared by the class in 
Methods and Materials in Teaching Family Relations at Syracuse University 
during the summer session, 1949; Dr. Evelyn M. Duvall, instructor. 48 pages, 
paper bound. $.75. 


Series of Attitude Scales. Syracuse University, Syracuse, N. Y. Areas covered 
are: Standards for Home Life, Understanding Other People, Choosing a 
Life Partner, Use of Leisure Time, Civie Affairs, Class Score Sheet. Com- 
plete sample set, including instructor’s manual, $.35. 





NOTES ON LAWS AND THEIR ADMINISTRATION 


PAUL M. KINSIE 


ctor, Division of Legal and Social Protection 
American Social Hygiene Association 


The Communities vs. the Prostitution Racket 


Oklahoma City Police Crack Down on Vice.— Add to the law enforce- 
ment Hali of Fame the name of Police Chief L. J. Hilbert of Okla- 
homa City, who in the month of March declared a hot war on 
commercialized prostitution and other vice activities, and in the 
course of a single week broke up a variety of rackets in the crowded 
downtown area. Warned by an ‘‘off limits’’ ban pronounced on a 
number of places by nearby Tinker Airforce Base officers, and armed 
with facets revealed by ASHA studies showing that Oklahoma City’s 
prostitution situation was among the most serious in the country, 
Chief Hilbert ordered vice squads to make raid after raid upon 
hotels, taverns, gaming ‘‘ parlours’’ and other resorts. Over 150 men 
and women were arrested and jailed. Spurring police action on 
was an active group of citizens, alerted by ASHA Field Representa- 
tive T. C. Edwards. Excellent newspaper coverage, including a fine 
article by the Oklahoma City Times columnist Edith Johnson, pioneer 
in this type of opinion building, kept the public informed. According 
to last reports, the lid is now on tight in Oklahoma City. 


Gary, Reno, Norfolk, Jacksonville, Charleston, and now Oklahoma 
City, all former strongholds of “the business” have moved out of 
the ‘‘careless community’’ class. Who's next! 


To Deal with the Sexual Psychopath 


Stirred by the apparent steady rise in vicious assaults on women 
and children across the nation, government and voluntary agencies, 
federal, state and local, are seeking more effective ways of dealing 
with the sexual psychopaths who are mainly responsible for this 
‘‘wave’’ of sex-crime, and are trying to teach parents and children 
how to protect themselves from such attacks. 


In response to the call of U.S. Attorney General J. Howard McGrath 
for ‘‘stricter laws to cope with the problem of the sex offender,’’ a 
number of states have taken new steps towards this end. California, 
in a special legislative session, following a state-wide conference of 
law enforcement authorities, educators and mental hygiene officials 
called by Governor Earl Warren, considered revisions of its existing 
law on this problem. Governor Chester Bowles of Connecticut, noting 
that 25 per cent of Wethersfield State Prison inmates had been 
sentenced for some type of sex crime, appointed a seven-man com- 
mission headed by Professor George Dession of Yale Law School, to 
review the problem and devise rehabilitation methods. Governors 
of several other states, including Michigan and Missouri, have 

24 
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appointed special study committees. One of the outstanding state 
projects is that of New Jersey’s Commission on the Habitual Ser 
Offender, which, with Professor Paul W. Tappan as technical con- 
sultant, has not only considered its own problems, but has made a 
thoughtful analysis of what other states are doing by way of legisla- 
tion and facilities.* 


Perhaps the most extensive overhaul of procedures to date is in 
the State of New York, where, following a two-year study of 102 
sex offenders in Sing Sing Prison by a special committee appointed 
by Governor Thomas E. Dewey, several important new laws and 
amendments were enacted by the State Legislature in its 1950 session. 
In summary, the new procedure requires the courts to provide psy- 
chiatric and psychological examinations, before sentence, for every 
offender convicted of serious sex crimes; places responsibility in the 
State Department of Mental Hygiene for providing the Department 
of Corrections with psychiatric services; makes it possible for the 
courts to sentence convicted perpetrators of violent sex crimes to 
indeterminate prison terms lasting from one day to life; and con- 
tinues the research project out of which these recommendations 
emerge. Individuals sentenced under the ‘‘one day to life’’ provi- 
sion will be protected from becoming ‘‘lost’’ by mandatory periodic 
psychiatric examinations and review by the Parole Board. Discretion 
of whether this type of sentence will be used remains with the courts, 
which may still fix a more determinate prison term or place the 
offender on probation.t 


se 


Efforts at informing and guiding the public have kept pace with 
governmental action. Newspapers and magazines for the most part 
have done a fine job, striving to avoid alarm, while stating the facts. 
The American Newspaper Publishers Association, meeting in New 
York City in April, pledged its members to continue this type of 
public service. The series of articles written by Howard Whitman 
and published by Collier’s Magazine in recent months, on crime 
conditions in various American cities, has dealt with this special 
problem objectively and helpfully. 


One of the most practical statements, publicized by International 
News Service, was that of FBI Chief J. Edgar Hoover, who out- 
lined a program of education and action. Stating that ‘‘the depraved 
sex criminal has replaced the kidnaper as a threat to the peace of 
mind of the parents of America,’’ he said: 


* The Committee's tabulation of provision and administration of existing laws 
in the thirteen states then having special legislation to deal with the sexual 
psychopath was first published in connection with Professor Tappan’s article, 
The Sexual Psychopath—a Ciwie-Social Responsibility, which appeared in the 
November 1949 JournaL or Socta, Hyarene, and has since been in continued 
circulation in reprint form. 

t For a more extended review of the New York study’s findings and the pro 
visions of the law, see The Survey, April, 1950, from which the above is quoted 
in part. 
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“The ae | rise in vicious assaults 
on women and children cannot continue. 


“The time has come to call a halt. 
Fiendish sex criminals must be identi- 
fied and treated as such. It is better 
to prevent brutal assaults than to later 
launch widespread manhunts after a 
child has been violated and murdered. 


“The women and children of this 
nation can never be secure until we 
face one fundamental fact. There are 
only two satisfactory courses of action 
once a sex offender is identified—cure 
through medical attention or the more 
drastic alternative — incarceration of 
the offender. 


“Invariably, before a sex fiend com- 
mits a crime of violence there is ample 
evidence of his tendencies. Too often, 
however, he has been released either 
through technicality, sentiment, inade- 
quate laws or failure on the part of 
citizens to testify. That is one reason 
criminal assaults have increased 50 per 
cent in the past 10 years. 


“The right of a child on the street 
to be secure and the right of parents 
to be free of fear are greater than the 
convenience of potential sex-crazed 
flends 
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“Parole and probation were never 
intended to be the means whereby a 
criminal would be freed to violate 
again. Medical and psychiatric knowl- 
edge have reached the point where they 
can give the facts once they have the 
right to observe the offender. 


“The menace of sex fiends demands 
a widespread program of education and 
action: 


“1. Parents and school teachers 
should urge boys and girls to accept 
no favors, money or candy from 
strangers, and, above all, never get in 
a car with a stranger or accompany 
him any place. 

“2. If existing state statutes do not 
provide for medical and psychiatric 
treatment and incarceration for the 
hopelessly incurable, then it is time to 
pass such a law. 


“3. Law enforcement agencies should 
be provided the facilities and manpower 
to adequately patrol and cover a 
community. 


“4. Vietims of such crimes and their 
families should report each offense. 
For every criminal assault reported 
there are many others that are con- 
cealed by vietims and their loved ones 
to escape embarrassing publicity.” 


American Legion child welfare conferences have reemphasized and 
publicized these principles for child protection, and several cities, 
including Detroit and New Orleans, have undertaken special educa- 
tional programs through photographie folders with simple text 
addressed especially to children, and through motion picture programs. 


Out of the nation’s capital came last month the most ambitious 
try at public information yet attempted, when Radio Station WTOP, 
Washington outlet of the Columbia Broadcasting System, aired a 
radio panel discussion on Sex Offenses in Washington. With WTOP’s 
Joe Wershba as master of ceremonies, a dozen or more authorities, 
including Dr. Winfred Overholser, Captain Rhoda J. Milliken, and 
Ray H. Everett, expressed their views on the extent of the problem, 
the adequacy of the District Sex Psychopath Law passed late in 
1948 by the Congress, and on what should be done next.* 


Well publicized also was Columbia University’s Forum of April 22 
on Sex Offenders in Today’s Society, with a notable group of experts, 
including Dr. David Abrahamsen, Director of the Research Project 
from which stemmed the new New York State legislation, Dr. Over- 


holser and others, participating in a full day’s program. Thomas 


* The text of this discussion will appear in the June JourRNAL or SoctaL 
HYGIENE 
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A. Larremore, Legal Consultant, represented ASHA at this Forum 
and will report further in these columns at a later date. 


Meanwhile, the Association’s daily mail indicates that our advice 
and publications are proving useful in these efforts. As mentioned 
above, most of the groups cited here, as well as many others, have 
utilized Professor Tappan’s article for reference and guidance. ASHA 
digests of state and federal laws are in new demand, as well as several 
other pamphlets and reprints. For convenience, we list here titles 
and prices, of publications especially recommended for reference by 
those concerned with studying, interpreting and enforcing laws deal- 
ing with sex offenders: 

Laws Dealing with Prostitution and Other Sex Offenses. Johnson, Gould and 
Dickerson. Includes provisions of all Federal and State laws —— 
rape, abduction, seduction and sexual delinquency against children. vised 
to 1947. 600 pp. Loose-leaf binding. $6.00 postpaid. 1946 Supplement 
separately $2.00. 

Laws and Regulations Relating to Venereal Diseases. Johnson and Gould. Includes 
provisions and penalties of laws requiring infected persons to avoid exposing 
others. Revised to 1947. 700 pp. Looseleaf, $6.00 postpaid. 1946 Supple- 
ment separately, $2.50. 


The Sexual Psychopath—a Civic-Social Responsibility. A discussion of defini- 
tions, with comments on existing and needed legislation and treatment 
resources for abnormal sex offenders. Analyzes provisions and administration 
of laws of thirteen states. Paul W. Tappan. ASHA Pub. No. A-791. 15 cents. 


Women Sex Offenders in New York Courts. Notes on current procedures in the 
specialized courts dealing with women sex delinquents. Bascom Johnson. 
Pub. No. A-772. 10 cents, 


A Psychiatrist Looks at Sex Offenses. Philip Piker, M.D. Pub. No. A-702. 
10 cents. 


The two Digest Handbooks may be obtained through your book- 
seller or from the American Social Hygiene Association at 1790 Broad- 
way, New York 19, N. Y. Pamphlets should be ordered directly 
from the Association. Single copies of pamphlets are free to ASHA 
members. 





Next Month 
Sex Crimes and the Prostitution Racket 
“Does the repression of prostitution really reduce crime, or is it the other 
way ‘round ?” 
“How can we be sure that the present ‘wave’ of sex crimes is not due in 
part to the recent closing of prostitution areas in many communities ?” 


Watch for the answer in this space in the June JOURNAL. 














WORLD NEWS AND VIEWS 


JOSEPHINE V. TULLER JEAN B. PINNEY 
Secretary, Committee on Interna and Director, Regional Office for the 
tional Relations and Activities, Americas, International Union 
imerican Social Hygiene Asen. against the Venereal Diseases 


News from the World Health Organization 
Investment in World Health.—The fourth World Health Assem- 
bly, meeting in Geneva as this is written, is considering, along with 
activities needed for the coming year, how much money is required 
and how it shall be provided. 


In this connection, JouRNAL readers will be interested in a mem- 
orandum prepared concerning House Joint Resolution 334 now before 
the United States Congress. As indicated, Association Members and 
social hygiene workers generally, can aid Congressmen in considering 
this measure by expressing their views directly to Washington. 


On August 4, 1949, Congressman Thomas E. Morgan, a physician of 
Frederickstown, Pennsylvania, introduced a joint resolution in the House of 
Representatives (H.J. Res. 334—8I1st Congress, First Session), The pur 
pose of this resolution is to ‘‘amend certain laws providing for membership 
and participation by the United States in certain international organiza 
tions.’’ The particular part of this bill covering an inerease of the United 
States’ appropriation for the World Health Organization, is Section d, 
revising Public Law 643, Eightieth Congress. 


The proposed revision reads: ‘‘There are hereby authorized to be appro- 
priated to the Department of State for contribution to the working capital 
fund of the organization (The World Health Organization) the sum of 
$560,000 and as annual appropriations the following: (a) such sums, not 
to exceed $3,000,000 * per annum as may be necessary for the payment by 
the United States as its share of the expenses of the organization, 
including those incurred by the Interim Commission, as apportioned by 
the Health Assembly in accordance with article 56 of the constitution of 
the organization; and (b) such additional sums, not to exceed $83,000... .’’ 
This last item is for expense incident to participation of the United States 
including salaries of the WHO representative and alternate, allowances 
for living and such other expenses as the Secretary of State may deem 


necesaary 


Hearings before a special sub-committee of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs of the House of Representatives were held on July 21st and 22nd 
1949, and the testimony ‘was published.t The Committee said, in recom 
mending this resolution: ‘‘It was made apparent that the organization 
(WHO) is proceeding along sound lines, avoiding the temptation of trying 
too much too soon... . For the present, the World Health Organization 
amply justifies confidence from the United States, and the increased con- 
tribution is fully warranted.’’ The Committee also recommended increas- 
ing the capital fund, saying: ‘‘The higher figure for the fund is believed 
fully justified to provide necessary stability and to meet the increased 
operating demands.’ 


* The appropriation for the current year is $1,920,000. 
t Copies may be secured from your Congressman or from the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. 8. Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 
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As the matter now stands, House Joint Resolution 334 is still in the 
Rules Committee awaiting a rule to bring it before the House for a vote 
on a specific date. However, there has been some discussion of this 
matter on the floor of the House and it may now be brought up by the 
Foreign Affairs Committee if the Chairman so requests and is recognized 
by the Speaker. 

There is ample evidence that those who have studied the problems of 
world health—physicians, health administrators, scientists, and other author- 
ities—are agreed upon the vital importance of full United States’ partici- 
pation in this field of international health and welfare. Action by 
Congress is urgently needed. 

Many informed organizations and individuals have approved this resolu- 
tion and the proposed appropriations for the World Health Organization ; 
but apparently few have expressed this approval to their respective Con- 
gressmen or the Congressman A. J. Sabbath, Chairman of the Rules 
Committee, and Congressman John Kee, Chairman of the Foreign Affairs 
Committees. With over seven thousand House Bills introduced for con- 
sideration in addition to several thousand Senate Bills awaiting action, 
it is evident that each member of Congress welcomes individual comment 
and recommendation from citizens regarding any bills they have studied 
and believe should be given priority in listing for early action. 


WHO Regional Office for the Americas Organizes Field Work.— 
The Pan American Sanitary Bureau, which serves as the Regional 
Office for the Americas for WHO, reports that Dr. Fred L. Soper, 
PASB Director, has recently returned from a three week consulta- 
tion tour with public health officers in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, 
Colombia, and Peru. UNICEF and WHO will participate and coop- 
erate in plans for child health programs, vaccines, and control of 
communicable diseases in this area. 


The Bureau has sent one of its VD Specialists, Dr. Guillermo 
Samame, to represent the Bureau at the Third Central American 
Congress on Venereology in San Salvador. Dr. Samame left on April 
28th for Guatemala City where he will observe the work of the VD 
Laboratory and Training Center, which program has been carried out 
by the PASB since 1948 for the Central American Countries and 
Panama. After the Congress, Dr. Samame will visit other countries 
of Central America to study the development of the VD campaigns 
in those areas. 


Dr. Jaime Velarde, another Bureau specialist in this field, left 
Washington May Ist for Rio de Janeiro to consult with Brazilian 
Government Public Health Authorities on the Bureau’s plans to 
collaborate, by means of assistance and facilities, on plans for estab- 
lishing there a VD Laboratory and Training Center. Dr. Velarde 
will then proceed to Venezuela where he will observe the work accom- 
plished in the VD Campaign there; Dr. Eugene R. del Vecchio, is 
working in Caracas with the government in establishing a serological 
laboratory. 


Dr. Gautier Resigns.—Dr. Raymond Gautier, Assistant Director 
General of WHO, has resigned his post to become Research Director 
of the International Children’s Center in Paris where he will main- 
tain close collaboration with WHO. 
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WHO Membership Numbers 70.—With the ratification this month 
of the WHO Constitution by the Governments of Nicaragua and Cuba, 
Nicaragua became the 69th, and Cuba the 70th country to join WHO. 


News from International Agencies 


Institute of Inter-American Affairs Appoints Dr. Hyde.—Dr. 
Henry van Zile Hyde, USPHS Medical Director, was appointed 
Director of the Health and Sanitation Division of ILAA as of Feb- 
ruary 15th. Recently the Assistant Chief of the USPHS Division 
of International Health, he has served as United States Representa- 
tive on the executive boards of WHO and of the Pan American 
Sanitary Bureau, which posts he continues to hold. Clarence I. 
Sterling, Jr., associated since 1942 with the Division of Health and 
Sanitation, and for several years past its director, has returned to his 
post with the Massachusetts Department of Health, from which he 
had leave to serve with the ITAA. 


News from Other Countries 
Africa: Venereal Disease Survey in Southern Rhodesia.—At the 


request of the Southern Rhodesian Government a six months investi- 
gation of venereal disease prevalence was recently undertaken by Dr. 
R. R. Willeox of London, aided by a technician, Mr. E. A. Boulter, 
and his wife. With a mobile pathological laboratory the survey 
team covered some 12,000 miles of both urban and rural territory, 
performing over 11,000 tests, including 1,145 Wassermann tests, 5,752 
Kahn tests, 664 Ide tests, 692 dark-field examinations, 516 cere- 
brospinal fluid tests and over 1,000 Dmeleos and 478 Lygranum skin 
tests. An endemic syphilis, named ‘‘njovera’’ and resembling the 
bejel of the Euphrates valley, was found during the survey. 


Costa Rica: Dr. Vargas Appointed to Health Post.—Dr. Oscar 
Vargas, former editor of the Pan American Sanitary Bulletin and 
a PASB medical officer, has been appointed Director of Health of 
Costa Rica and has assumed his post in San Jose. 


India: Women’s Conference, Phaltan Branch, Reports Progress.— 
Lady Laxmidevi Nimbalkar, Rani of Phaltan, a member of the 
Standing Committee and President of the Phaltan Branch of the 
All India Women’s Conference, reports that organized social activi- 
ties undertaken by this non-political women’s organization, includes 
an illiteracy drive; opening of health centers; running of a mobile 
van which visits the 84 villages of Phaltan once every week and 
treats patients free of charge; and lectures on the care and pre- 
vention of diseases. Lady Laxmidevi is well remembered by her 
many friends from her recent visit to the states, and we add our 
congratulations to those of the Governor of Bombay for the fine 
work accomplished by this group. 
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In the United States 


U. 8. Office of Education Appoints American Republics Special- 
ist.—Oscar R. Ewing, Federal Security Administrator, has announced 
appointment of Dr. Marjorie Cecil Johnston as Assistant Specialist 
in the Office of Education, Division of International Educational 
Relations. She will be responsible for exchange of information on 
education and evaluation of student credentials for the American 
Republics. Formerly, she held supervisory and teaching positions 
in the field of foreign languages and international relations and 
served as Director of the Department of Languages at the American 
Institute for Foreign Trade from 1946 to 1949. 


Institute for Annual Review of UN Affairs in June.—New York 
University, in cooperation with the UN Department of Public Infor- 
mation will hold the Institute for Annual Review of UN Affairs at 
the University and at Lake Success, June 26th through 30th, 1950. 
Conducted as a part of the regular activities of the Graduate Pro- 
gram of Studies in United Nations and World Affairs, the 1950 insti- 
tute will include in its program speeches, panel discussion, and 
audience participation. Registration will be held from 10:00 A.M.- 
2:00 P.M. at the Program Office, 31 University Place, at Ninth Street, 
on June 26th. 


International Events 


UNITED NATIONS 
World Health Organization, 3rd Assembly, Geneva, May 8-29, 1950. 
International Non-Governmental Organizations of United Nations, 4th Informa- 
tion Conference, Geneva, June 26-28, 1950. 


OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 

Third Central American Conference against Venereal Disease, San Salvador, 
May 4-7, 1950. 

Fifth International Congress on Cancer, Paris, July 15-22, 1950. 

International Association for the Prevention of , in conjunction with 
the 16th International Conference of Ophthalmology, London, July 17-21, 1950. 

International Conference of Social Work, (ieneral Meeting, Paris, July 23-28, 
1950. 

International Congress of Pediatrics, Zurich, July 24-28, 1950. 


INTERNATIONAL UNION AGAINST THE VENEREAL DISEASES 
27th Annual General Assembly, Zurich, July 28-August 2, 1950. 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 
ELIZABETH B. McQUAID 


Under this head the Jowxnat or Sociat HyGrene lists publications received 
and not reviewed. Those which fall sufficiently within its field and are of sufficient 
importance to its readers to warrant comment will be reviewed in later issues. 


BIBLIOGRAPHIES 


Tae Famity Suetr Way ro Heavru ano Happiness, The Kansas City Social 
Hygiene Society, Inc., 1020 MeGee Street, Kansas City, Missouri. 4 pp., free. 

For THE CHILDREN 's BooksueLr, Pub. 304, 1949. A booklist for parents, grouped 
into classes with reference to children’s interests and to their varying levels 
of development. Children’s Bureau, Federal Security Agency, Social Security 
Administration Write to Superinte ndent of Documents, U. 8. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 41 p. Ldg¢. 

1950 Pamputer List, The Association for Family Living, 28 E. Jackson, Suite 
1313, Chieago 4, Illinois 5 p- Free 

PUBLICATIONS or THE American Home Economics Association, 700 Vietor 
Building, Washington, D. C., Oetober 1, 1949. 8 p. Free. 


PAMPHLETS, LEAFLETS, AND REPORTS 
Annual and Special Reports 


ANNUAL Report, 1949. American Heart Association, 1775 Broadway, New York, 
N. Y. An account of research, community service, education, and adminis 
tration. 24 p. Free. 

ANNUAL Report or THe FeperaL Securrry Agency, 1949. Office of Vocational 
Rehabditation 42 p. 15¢. Office of Eduzation. 102 p. 30¢. U. 8. Gov 
ernment Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 

Eyes To THE Furure. 1949 Annual Report, National Society for the Prevention 
of Blindness, 1790 Broadway, New York City. Tells the story of a campaign 
against blindness in 1940, a problem intensified by an aging population. 
l4 Pp Free. 

Reroxr or Conrerence on Menta Hyoiene Epucation ror Pusiic HeaLTu 
Nurses, November 14-18, 1949, Park Sheraton Hotel, New York City. The 
purpose was to ‘‘define the areas of learning required to give essential under 
standing and skill ...; to agree upon the major elements of advanced program 
content and supervised field practice.’’ National Organization for Public 
Health Nursing, 1790 Broadway, New York City. 19 p. Free. 

Report, NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASES. A digest prepared 
by Alexander L. Crosby, of the reports of the working committees of the 
Conference held in Washington, January 18-20, 1950, Covers technical 
knowledge and research, community services and professional education. The 
American Heart Association, 1775 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 28 p. Single 
copies, free Under 50 copes, B5e¢ each: 50 copies, $11.00; 100 copies, $20.00; 
and 500 copies, $90.00 

RocKeErELLER Founpation. A review for 1949, Chester I. Barnard. Describes 
grants made by the Foundation covering a variety of studies, some of inter 
personal and intergroup relations, some psychosociological, and explains that 
the political situation has curtailed the international seope of its program. 
49 West 49th Street, New York, N. Y. 85 p. Free. 

GOALS or AMERICAN Epvucation. A report of the Fourteenth Educational Con- 
ference, New York City, October 27 and 28, 1949, held under the Auspices 
of the Edueational Records Bureau and the American Council on Education, 
Arthur FE. Traxler, editor. Papers read at the conference on such varied 
topics as mental health, personnel, conservation, and higher education in world 
affairs American Council on Edueation, 744 Jackson Place, N.W., Wash- 
ington 6, LD. ¢ 148 p $1.50 
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Pamphlets and Leaflets for the General Public 


Facts ON AMERICAN Sports aND HeavtH, Baseball edition, 1950. Health Pub- 
lications Institute, Ine., 216 North Dawson Street, Raleigh, North Carolina. 
A newsy collection of baseball items, dates and statistics, interspersed with 
health notes. 14 p. Free. 

GirLs Want To Know, Jacob A. Goldberg. A compact little pamphlet answering 
the questions of girls of 14 and older about physical and mental changes, 
about meeting boys, behavior on a date, and the qualities girls should admire 
in boys. New York Tuberculosis and Health Association, Social Hygiene 
Committee, 386 Fourth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 8 p. 2¢ plus self-addressed, 
stamped envelope to residents outside New York City. $1.60 per hundred. 
Free to New York City residents. 

How vo Turn Ipeas into Pictures, H. E. Kleinschmidt, M.D. A simple method 
of illustrating publicity and educational materials, with amusing, easy-to-do 
sketches. National Publicity Council for Health and Welfare Services, Inc., 
257 Fourth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 31 p. $1.00. 

Tue Human Heart. Detection and treatment of heart disease. Reprinted from 
The Washington Post, Washington, D. C. For a single copy, write to the 
Heart Information Center, National Heart Institute, Bethesda 14, Md. Addi 
tional copies may be purchased from the Superintendent of Documents, Gov- 
ernment Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C., for 15¢ each with 25 per cent 
discount on orders of 100 or more. 22 p. 

Lire ADJUSTMENT BooKLers. Science Research Associates, Inec., 228 8. Wabash 
Avenue, Chicago 4, Illinois. 48 p. 60¢; 15 or more, 50¢ each; 100 or more, 
35¢ each; 1,000 or more to one address at one time, 25¢ each. Instructor’s 
guide and poster available without charge for each of these pamphlets, 
with quantity orders. 

—You and Your Health, J. Roswell Gallagher, M.D. For teen-agers, with informa 
tion about health and with emphasis on a realistic attitude toward health. 
~Looking Ahead to Marriage, Clifford R. Adams. Non-academic advice on 

dating, courtship, and marital teamwork. 48 p. G6W¢. 

Understanding Yourself, William C, Menninger, M.D. An explanation of 
human behavior and some helpful suggestions, addressed to young people. 
52 p. 60¢. 

- Dating Days, Lester A. Kirkendall and Ruth Farnham Osborne. How to have 
fun, develop your own personality, and make rich friendships that will help 
you judge what you like in other people. 48 p. 60¢. 

-Enjoying Leisure Time, William C, Menninger, M.D. Ways by which young 
people can get more fun and satisfaction out of life. 48 p. 60¢. 

Wuat Employers Want, James C. Worthy. Written for the teen-ager, to help 
him understand the employer, what the employer looks for in an applicant, 
the importance of personality, and the way to succeed on the job. 48 p. 60¢. 

Town Meerine, February 7, 1950. Bulletin of America’s Town Meeting of the 
Air. How can we be successful parents’, John Mason Brown and Maisie 
Ward Sheed. A lively discussion about sex education and parents. 16 p. l0¢. 

Wuen Younoc Peorpte Ask Asoutr Sex, Dora Hudson Klemer. A manual on 
sex education that suggests methods of training to meet home, school, church 
and club situations, and that gives the answers to some basic questions asked 
by children and youth. To be used by young people and youth leaders. 
Association Press, New York, N. Y. 62 p. 75¢. 

Your CuILp’s Leisure Time. Cooperation and understanding in the home build 
constructive leisure time activities. Mildred Celia Letton. 52 p. 60¢. 

ANSWERING CHILDREN’S QUESTIONS. An aid to responding wisely and without 
emotional disturbance to children’s questions. C. W. Hunnieutt. 52 p. 60¢. 
Bureau of Publications, Teachers College, Columbia University. Parent 
Teacher Series. 


Pamphlets for Professional Workers 
Brass Tacks. Some pertinent facts about the economic and social aspects of 
the State-Federal system of Vocational Rehabilitation for Civilians. Federal 
Seeurity Agency, Washington, D. C., 1949. 23 p. 





ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Journal of Social Hygiene 


Last Month.-The May News shows 
you the attractive reprint edition of 
Sexual Behavior: How Shall We Define 
and Motivate What Is Acceptable? 
(Pub. No. A-796. 25 cents a copy, 
$2.50 per dozen, $18.00 per 100, plus 
postage) but calls for the whole April 
Joumnat have been about as numerous. 

. We have enough on hand to send 
a few more to friends and friends of 
friends. . . . 35 cents a copy postpaid. 


This Month._The Common Ground in 
Family Life Education is also 7 
turized in the May News (Pub. No. 
A-798. 20 cents a copy, $2.00 per 
dozen, $15.00 per 100). . . . Advance 
orders indicate that this will be equally 
popular in JouRNAL and reprint form. 

. Let us know early if you want 


any considerable quantity of the Jour- 
NAL edition. . 35 cents @ copy 


postpaid ; $4.00 per dozen, plus postage. 


Next Month.—-The June Journat will 
be our Seventeenth Annual Library 
Number, and as previewed on the cover 
of this issue, will have a variety of 
content. . . . We shall have reprints 
of Dr. Kluekhohn’s What Is Wrong 
with the American Family? and perhaps 
of some other items. ... 35 cents as 
usual, 


In July, August and September the 
JouRNAL observes the vacation season. 
Next issue due in October. The News 
keeps plugging along through the sum- 
mer months, as usual. 


New Pamphlets, Bibliographies, Folders 


“Penicillin Is Not Enough...” This 
is the challenging title given by Dr. 
Richard A. Koch to his review of San 
Franciseo’s vigorous four-way social 
hygiene program — medical, protective 
and psychiatric measures underscored 
by a community-wide drive for family 
life education, . . . This is preprinted 
from the October JOURNAL oF SOCIAL 
Hyaiene as Pub. No. A-799. 10 cents. 
$1.00 per dozen, 


The 1950 Social Hygiene Bookshelf 
makes ite bow in the June News... 
New books, new style, new size... . 
Publication Number remains the same, 
A-453—as does basis on which this 
handy bibliography is available to our 
members and friends—free, that is, 
singly or in quantities, 


Social Hygiene and the Family Case 
Worker..We made a trial trip with 
the 1950 edition of this bibliography 
at the National Conference of Social 


Work, and decided to keep it flying. 

. . Watch for this handy listing of 
books, pamphlets, exhibits and films 
selected especially for social workers 
and nurses. It will appear with other 
selected lists in the June Library Num- 
ber JouRNAL, but meanwhile ask for 
Pub. No. A-802. Free. 


A Formula for Family Life Education. 

New attractive edition of this old 
friend. Buff paper, sepia ink. Neat 
size. By the hundred $3.50, the thou- 
sand $18.00, with special discounts to 
ASHA affiliates. 


Behavior in Courtship.—This interest 
ing and good-looking folder by Jacques 
Bacal and Louise Sloan, reprinted by 
permission of the authors and Look 
magazine, is winning friends across the 
country... . Ask for a sample copy 
if you have not seen it. Pub. No, 4-787. 
$3.50 per 100; $20 per 1,000. 





cations, and Membership Privileges. 





Write to the 
AMERICAN SOCIAL HYGIENE ASSOCIATION 
1790 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 


for further information regarding the JOURNAL OF SOCIAL HYGIENE, 
the SOCIAL HYGIENE NEWS, publications mentioned above, other publi- 











THE AMERICAN SOCIAL HYGIENE ASSOCIATION 


Officers and Directors for 1950 
President: Philip R. Mether 


Clarence A. 
Reginald E. Gillmor 


Hon. Frances Payne Bolton, M.C. 
Louis 1. Dublin 


Secretary: Mrs. David C. Prince 
Assistant Secretary: Miriem English Doll 
Treasurer: Orie R. Kelly 
Executive Director: Walter Clerte, M.D. 
Chairman of the General Advisory Board: Robert P. Fischelis 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Cheirmen: William F. Snow, M.D. 
Donald B. Armstrong, M.D. Williem S. Henson 
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Robert H. Shep, M.D. 
Marvin A. 
Bailey B. Burritt 


Anton J. Carlson 
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Devoe 
William L. Fleming, M.D. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Chairman: Bailey 8. Burritt 
George Beehr, M.D. 
Robert H. Bishop. Jr., M.D. 
Anton J, Carlson 
William F. Snow, M.D. 


FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Cheirmen: Orel J. Myers 
Charles H. Babcock 
Robert H. Jr., M.D. 
inald E. 
William S. Henson 
COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL DEFENSE ACTIVITIES 
Chairman: Philip R. Mather 
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Charles S. Stephenson, M.D. 
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World War against VD-——Walter Clarke 
First Regional Conference in the Americas: 


Cad 040 b4e Rds +EREO OLS OLR EDEEE a eRRb nese Theodore J. Bauer 
Danaetes and Gunss Aitentling Saglanal Gndieesas 


FEBRUARY, 1950 
Legal and Social Protection 
Editorial: The Social H Power of Law Enforcement 
Regarding Commercialized 


Chart: The State of the Union 
A Ten Year 


Annual Conference, In 


of P. 
Introductory Remarks 
Sa oe ee ee ee 
Contro 
Army Policies and Practices Relating to os of Social 
Conditions Adversely Affecting Service Personnel. ..Colonel Francis E. Howard 
Cooperation in VD Control 
New ‘‘Eight Point Agreement’’ Becomes Effective 


MARCH, 1950 
Thirty-seventh Anniversary Number 


William Freeman Snow Award to Major General Irving J. Phillipson. Photograph 
and citation. 

Editorial: Full Speed Ahead in 1950 

The Association’s Thirty-seventh Annual Meeting: Program—Annual Luncheon 
Meeting and Regional Conference, New York, N. Y. 

The Armed Forces and Social Hygiene: the Character Guidance 

Chaplain Charles I. Carpenter 

The Role of Li ae ny 8 Social Hy Agencies in the World 
Health Organiza 1960 Bnoe t Venereal Disease John F. Mahoney 

Peatnhation Outen Ceremony, 1950 Snow Award, by President Philip R. Mather, and 
General Phillipson’s Aceep 

New sme f e Members for for 1950 

The Men and Women Who Guide ASHA—Photographs of Officers and Board 
of Directors 

Thirty-seventh Annual Business Meeting—Abstract of Proceedings 


APRIL, 1950 
Sexual Behavior: How Shall We Define and Motivate What Is Acceptable? 


Editorial: Problems of Sexual Behavior—and Their Solutions 

Sexual Behavior: How Shall We Define and Motivate What Is A table? 
Foreword 

Introductory Remarks 

A Comparative Anthropological Approach 

Viewpoint of the Mental Hygienist 

Religion as a Foree for Sex Morality William J. Gibbons, 8.J. 
Philosophical Considerations Frederick deWolfe Bolman, Jr. 
Discussion Notes and Other Comments 





